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An ANSWER, Paragraph by Paragraph, to A Report 


of the preſent State of the Great Level of the Fens, calld 
Bedford-Level, and of the Port of Lynn, and of the River 


. Ouſe, Cc. 


And alſo & a Scheme propos d by Mr. Charles Bridgman, for the effectual 
Draining thoſe Fens, and reinſtating that Harbour or Port. | 


Drawn from Authentick Teſtimonies of the State of that Level, Harbour 


and River, before and ſince Denver Dam and Sluices were built, Oc. 

and from a Survey made in the Years 1723, 1724. 
Fluminaq; obliquis cinxit declivia Ripis. Ovid. Crea. 

2e Oele exe de hexe dee eee de-de Se dec 


= HAT the great Level of the Fens has for many Years paſt been 


2 
* — WE 4 — 
, 6-4 


incommoded with Waters, is true; but that it is more ſo ſince 
Denver Sluices were erected croſs the River of Great Ouſe than 
it was before, is as true. And Experience hath ſhewn, that 
| the miſtaken Notion of erecting thoſe Sluices was the chief 
C.aauſe of the ſilting up the Oſe, and the Gools and Outfalls, by 
which the Waters of the Level, Marſhland, and Hundreds, 
and Parts adjacent, were formerly drain'd and carried off 
| through that River by Lynn to Sea. „ 
This Silting up of the River is the Cauſe of the Waters being hemm d into the Fens, 


and breaking the Banks that were made by the Corporation of Adventurers, with Hopes 
by them to prevent the Damages that miſtaken Notion has brought upon Draining, as 


well as upon Navigation, ſo much and ſo long complained of by the Magiſtrates of 


Iynn. | | 


And the Prejudices to both increaſing, this Author ought not to have deliver'd his 
Notions in general Terms, but ſhould have ſaid what the State of the Fens and of the 
Port of Lynn were before the Erection of Denver Dam and Sluices. He ſhould have 
told what Advantages or Diſadvantages thoſe Sluices have been to Navigation or Drain- 


ing. But this he having artfully eluded, we ſhall endeavour to ſupply. 


(..) That ſo a right Judgment may be form'd, whether a natural Method (which 
before the Adventurers artificial Works were executed, made our Harbour and Rivers 
famous for Navigation, and render'd the Fens highly capable of being drain'd by the 
common Rules of Draining ; _) or whether this Projector's probable (only probable) 
Method for reſtoring Navigation and Draining, ought to be followed. And here we muſt 
obſerve, that this Author's offering a probable Method to reſtore Navigation, and tp re- 
inſtate Lynn Harbour or Port, ſhews that the Harbour and Navigation were good when 
the Tides had free Admiſſion, and the Freſhes their natural Courſe ; fure then the natu- 
ral Method ſhould be follow 'd that did maintain a deep Harbour, rather than an arti- 
ficial one ſhould be ated over again, that ſilted the Harbour up, and was prejudicial 
to Navigation. | 7 — 8 

The Erecting of Denver Sluices was a probable Method for Draining; but being by 
Practice found deſtructive of it, and Navigation too, ſure ſuch probable Methods ()at- 
ter ſuch fatal Experience had) are not to be liſtned to. an 


(c.) Eſpecially as ſuch Methods are propos d by one who partially evades giving 
any Account of the ancient ( tolerable good, not ) drown'd Condition of the Fens be- 


fore the Erection of Denver Sluices, or of the Steps taken by the Ae for 
| | rain- 
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*A REPORT of the preſent State of the Great Level 

ok the Fens, called Bedford-Level, and of the Port of 

Lynn; and of the Rivers Ouſe and Nean, the two great 
| Sewers of that Country. | 


With Conſiderations on the Cheme propos'd by the Corporation of 


Ihn for Draining the ſaid Fens, and Reinſtating that Harbour. 


And alſo a * Scheme humbly propos'd for the effectual Draining thoſe Fens, 
and Reinſtating that Harbour or Port: From a Survey thereof made 
in Auguſt, 1724. by Mr. Charles Bridgman. ye 


CO IDE COCA SOAS Y JORI TITS VI ICI LITTLE TOES ERS CEOS TORY 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of LINCOLN. 


— H great Level of the Fens, called Bedford. Level, having 
or many Years paſt been greatly incommoded with Waters, 

| to the very great Damage of that Country, occaſion d by the 

Mouths of their Rivers Ouſe and Nean being near Silted up 


great Land-Floods which paſs through this Country to Sea, 
not having ſufficient and ſpeedy - Paſſage to their Outfalls, 
(which lye at a very great Diſtance, and as before obſerved, 


| N near Silted up) break down their Banks, and lay great 
Part of the ſaid Fens under Water; and the Sea alſo having thus thrown its Sands into 


the Mouths of the aforeſaid Rivers, has quite ſilted up their Sluices, by which they 
ſhould drain off their Soak. And the Waters being thus hemmd in, and theſe Evils grow- 
ing daily upon them, they are returning as faſt as poſſible, to their old drowned State: 


So that if immediate Care be not taken to redreſs, if poſſible, theſe Evils, the great 


Level of the Fens, the Port of Lynn, at the Mouth of the River Ouſe, and the Navi- 
_ gation to the Town of Wisbech, on the River Nean, together with the Navigation of 
leſſer Veſſels up thoſe Rivers within Land, into the ſeveral Countries that border on 
the Fens, and through which thoſe Rivers paſs, will in a very little Time be entirely 
Toft. | | . Woh. | 


(b.) In Obedience therefore to your Lordſhip's Commands, 1 ſhall here endeavout to 
ſhew in as ſhort a Manner as I am able, the principal Cauſes. of theſe Misfortunes, and 
from thence examine the Probability of the Succeſs of the Lynn Scheme; and after 


that is diſpatch'd, 1 52 what Methods, I humbly conceive, may probably reſtore the 
Harbour of Lynn, and effectually drain the Fens, and thereby. perpetuate the former, 
| and ſecure the latter to Poſterity. Red VVV . fo 


(e) Tn the Purſuit of this Undertaking, 1 preſume it will be unneceſſary to trouble 
your Lordſhip with a long Hiſtory of the ancient drowned Condition of theſe Fens, or 


of the particular Steps taken fince that Time, by the Corporation of Adventurers for 
| draining 


for many Miles from Sea; in Conſequence of which, the 


; 


F On e . To CO” 1a Ce TIRES 9 baR F, -. ; 
Draining the ſame, to avoid the trus ( not falſe) Concluſions that every impartial Eu- 
quirer Will naturally make. One, who not knowing diſtinctly what he ſays, ſpeaks for 
us, ſaying “ The Fens and the Port of Lynn are very different now to what they 
good Condition——Now they are almoſt loſt. Therefore we can't think how it comes 

in his Head to endeavour to ſhew the Inſufficiency of the Lynn Scheme, (as he calls it) 

which is to give the River Ouſe the Courſe it had then, when Navigation and Draining 
were in a good State. We are ſure, that while he ſhews the Inſufficiency of the Scheme 
the Adventurers executed, (which he does when he occaſionally, as Neceſſity ſhall re- 
quire, takes notice of the drowned State of the Fens) he at the ſame time ſhews the 
Joſufficiency of his on, which is to ſſuice our great River at Lynn, and execute the 
Adventurers miſtaken Notion over again, and by doing it ſo near the Port, proceed 
from bad to worle ; ſo that as Denver Sluices deſtroy d Draining, and were very preju- 
dicial to Navigation, theſe Sluices would immediately deſtroy both, as we ſhall make 


appear in our Anſwer to each Paragraph of his Project which tollows. 


Article 1. The great Cauſe of the Decay of Lynn Harbour, in Conſequence whereof 
the Fens could not drain off their Waters, was principally owing to the Tides being ſhut 
out of their ancient Receptacles, vis. Ouſe, Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall, and Grant 
Rivers, by the Dam and Sluices erected at Denver. And this evidently appears, in that 
Juſt before thoſe Sluices were built, the Tides made clean Work in Lynn Haven, and 
maintain d the River and Chanel of ſufficient Width and Depth for Navigation and 

Draining. ————Soon after thoſe were erected, theſe grew up, and became incapa- 
ble of Draining, and precarious to Navigation. But this Author maintaining an Opi- 
nion deſtructive of Navigation, againſt the Rules of Draining, againſt the Practice of 
all the great Rivers in the World, and againſt the Laws of his Country : vis. That the 
free Admiſſion of the Tides is the Cauſe of the Decay of Lynn Harbour, &. we in 
the Sequel ſhall prove, that not the free Admiſſion of the Tides, but the obſtruQting 
them, the ſtopping them out of their natural Receptacles, and the depriving Lynn 
| Harbour of the ancient great Stock of Back-water, was the true Cauſe of the Decay of 


that Harbour. 


2. The Sand or Silt in the great Bay or Eſtuary, is 6f no other Looſeneſs, or Subtle- 
neſs, than are the Sands in the Mouths of the Thames, Humber, &c. Nor did 
the Tides here ( before Denver Sluices were Built, and their Courſe was diverted and 
obſtructed ) leave the bottom of this Bay dry, any otherwiſe than the Tides do the 
numerous Sands in the Thames, Humber, &c. when retreated to Sea, as the Maps of 
the Thames, Humber, and Ouſe, manifeſtly ſhew. oe Fo ef 


34. And indeed the Tide here in its Flux hath not ſo vaſt, a Tract of looſe Silt or 

Sand to rub over before it approaches Lynn Harbour, as the Flux of the Tide up the 

Thames hath before it approaches London; yet that River is not choaked up with the 

vaſt Quantity of Silt the Flood in its Journey tears up and brings along with it—And 

that the Ouſe was not choak'd with any ſuch Silt before the Adventureſhip, Sir Corne- 

init Verden their own Engineer aſſerts, and thereby fully. confutes all that is inſinu- 

Page 5. ated in theſe two Paragraphs. —— © Welland (faith he) and._Wisbech Outfalls are 

ce choak d every Summer, but the Outfall of Lynn hath. ſufficient. Water to keep open 

ee his Channel; and altho''in the Summer the Sands in Lynn-Haven overcome the Ebbs - 

&. ſomewhat, yet they do not lye long, but the firſt Land-Waters or next Spring-Tides 

cc carry them away again”. This Gentleman (though he was the Contriver of the 

Works for ſtopping and diverting old Courſes) owns the mighty Power and Efficacy, 

not only of the Land-Floods, tho they might not happen above once in a Year or 

two; but alſo that of the Spring-Tides, when free from Reſtraint ; of which above 350 

do conſtantly viſit the Port of Lynn, and the Rivers thereunto belonging, within the 
Compaſs of a ſingle Year. uy 
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5. And the Reflux of the Tides was heretofore ſo ſtrong, that they did not only 
ſcour out the Sands ( brought in by the Flux) back again to Sea, but enlarged and 
deepened the River, Haven, and Channel, (as may appear by the authentick Teſti- 
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Article x, The firſt great Cauſe of the Decay of Lynn Harbour, and that the Fens cannot 
drain off their Waters, isÞrom the Tides. And that evidently appears from a due Obſerva- 
tion of the wretched Work they make in that Harbour, and in the Mouths of thoſe 
Rivers, Twice in every Twenty-four Hours. But there being People of a different 
Opinion, it will here be neceſſary, by ſome Obſervations, to prove in what Manner 
tlie Tides work thoſe ill Effects on the Port of Lynn, and the Rivers before · mentionod, 


"which I ſhall endeavour to do as follows. 
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2. The Great Bay or Eſtuary, that lies between the Counties of Lincoln and Norfolk; 
and into which the Rivers Ouſe and Nean empty themſelves, has by Nature a very 
looſe Bottom, of perhaps the moſt ſubtle or ſmall Sand or Silt that can be produced. 
And it muſt be obſerved, that the Tide, in its Retreat, leaves the Bottom of this Bay 
dry for at leaſt Ten Miles below Lynn, on the Norfolk Side of it; and alſo leaves it in 
the fame Manner from the Mouth of the River Nean, on the Lincolnſhire Side; (ex- 
cept ſome ſmall uncertain Channels, not deep enough to carry the leaſt Boat, and 
which Channels are varied by the Power every Tide has upon this light Sand, or Silt ;) 
ſo that every Ebb here is left a great Sandy Country, which they call the Waſhes. 


3. The Tide in its Flux has this vaſt Tra of looſe Silt or Sand to rub over, before 
it approaches Lynn Harbour, and the Mouths of the before-mentioned Rivers; and in 
its Journey thither, tears up, and brings vaſt Quantities of this Silt along with it, that 
"theſe Tide-waters may juſtly be compared for their Foulneſs to violent and ſudden 
Land-Floods, that hurry down with Precipitation from a Loamy Country. And tis 
allowed, that within the Memory of Man, Lynn Harbour is Silted up at leaſt Ten 
or Twelve Feet Perpendicular ; and from thence upward, the Mouth of the Ouſe is 
likewiſe ſilted up as much to Ebrink, near Germans, which is Seven Miles: That in 
moſt Parts of the River, between theſe Places of Lynn and Ebrink, at every Ebb there 
is not left Three Inches of Water in Depth ; and the Caſe is much worſe on the Lin- 


colnſhire Side of the Bay, for ſome Miles below Gunthorp Sluice, up to the Town of 
Misbech, on the River Nan. . 


4. Above the before · mentioned Places, Germans on the River Ouſe and Wisbech, on 
the River Nean, as far as the Tides extend themſelves up theſe Rivers, 'tis apparent 
they have likewiſe lodged their Sands to ſo grear a Degree, that they have 


oe ſtopp'd up all the Sluices by which the Fens ſhould empty their Waters into thoſe 
wers. od 


5. If therefore it be granted that Lynn Harbour, and the Mouths of the before-men- 
tioned Rivers are ſilted up, and that by Sands brought in by the Tides, it is ſelf-evident 
that their Reflux 1s too weak to carry the Sands back to Sea, their remaining in that 
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. Many Proofs' may be brought, that the free e 
natural and principal Means of preſerving the Outfalls of Rivers, that lie upon foul 
Seas. By ſuch free Admiſſion of the Tides, the Channels of Thames, Humber, &c. are 
_ preſerv'd; as was the Ouſe, till the Adventureſhip. ——How unnatural and pernici- 
' ous then muſt thoſe Works of theirs be, that gave Occaſion to its being filted up Ten 
Feet in Two Years Time, after the ſaid Works were made? 
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5-8: If whilſt the Slnices were ſtanding croſs the old Courſe of the Ouſe at Salter s- 
Lode, there were no Sands found in that River above them, but on the contrary, it 
it was very deep: Then it is evident, (that before ever there were any Sluices built, or 
Hundred Foot Drain cut) the free Admiſſion of the Tides with their Reflux, in Con- 
junctica with'the Waters of the Old Ouſe by Harrimere, and with the Waters of the 

other Rivers, would riot ſuffer any Sand to lodge in thoſe Rivers; but on the contrary, 
preferv'd u very deep Channel, and that not only above Denverbith toward Harrimeye, 
but below that Plate; where the Sltices were afterward built, even to Sea. This the 
Commiſſioners of Servers teſtify; they obſerv'd, that there was Ten Feet Fall from the 
Surface of the Fens at Salter's Lode, to Low-water Mark in the River. The great 
Depth of the ancient Sluice of Rightforch-Lods, near Stowbridge, proves there was 
equal Depth in the River there. Knights-Gool below Germans, the famous Drain for 
Marſhland, proves the River was very deep there, Ships rode in Twelve Feet Water at 
Low-water in Lynn Haven, and Sailed up and down between the Sea and Lynn, as well 
on the Neip, as on the Spring-tides: Therefore the Harbour and Channel were alſo 
very deep, when the Tides had free Admiſſion. But immediately after they were ob- 
ſtructed, and a free Admiſſion was refuſed them, the River, Haven and Channel to Sea, 
all below the Sluices, were ſo choaked up with Sand, that their Bottoms were rais'd fo 
High, that the Fens could not run off their Waters, and were therefore overflown, 
and Na wn was very much prejudiced. Since the blowing up of the Sluices, the 
Freſhes deſcend the Hundred Foot Drain, take an awkward Courſe into the 
Rivers of the South Level, and choak them up, and the Spring-tides which put up into 
them, are over-rid, and kept back by the Ebb of the Hundred Foot, ſo that they can- 
not return out of thoſe Rivers to Seaward, for Three or-Four Days together, in which 
Time they drop their Silt as far as they flow: And if this be not prevented, by giving 
the Tides and Freſhes their old Courſe again, not only the Fens, but the Navigation be- 
_ tween Lynn and Cambridge, will in few Years be wholly loſt. | 


9-10 -T. This Author ſays, Lynn Harbour was once a narrow Channel, and then 
it was a good one. But on the contrary, Mr. Atkins, a Commiſſioner of Sewers, the moſt 
nice Obſerver of the Fens, and of the Rivers taking their Courſe through them, ſays, 
(A. D. 1618,) ——*® That the abundance of freſh Waters, making their Paſſage by 
this Courſe, gave the Sea a moſt ſpacious Inlet, the one preparing the way, and the 
* other maintaining it with much Increaſe. And, „„ 285 

Upon a View of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, taken the 14th of Auguſt, 1618, 
* They found the River Ouſe, from Salters-Lode, to the Outfal of Lynn, a very large 
sand quick River, much increas'd in Depth and Breadth, ſince the Decay of the Two 
„ Outfalls of Pelland and Nene. And, = | 

Sir Clement Edmymds, who was one of the Clerks of the Privy-Council, and was 
ſent in 1619, on Purpoſe to view the Outfalls, and to make his Report to their Lord- 
ſhips, writes thus, “ The Outfal of the River Ou e is Ample and Great, and 
gives large Paſſage for the freſh Waters deſcending from the Inland Countries; but 
then alſo too for the Sea, which cometh in with ſuch a Tide, eſpecially if a Northerly 
«© Wind blow, and meet with a Land-flood, that divers Towns in Marſh-land, are in 
danger of being overflowd; and therefore by their Petition deſired, that the 
Haven might be ſtraitned in ſome Place near Lynn, to keep out the Sea; 

alledging, that the ſaid Haven had in the Memory of Man, been narrower and ſbal- 
* /5wer than, now it is, being of late grown to that Breadth and Depth, by the 


< great Fall of the freſh Waters, that have left their ancient Channels to follow that 
„ Stream. i - * | ; 
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Harbour and Rivers, being a" cotivinelog 'Þr6bf to the Congrary. Neither has the 
Weight and Force of the Freſhes in tlie werteft Seaſdns, that empty thetnſelves into that 
Bay through theſe Rivers, (the grand Sewers of ſeveral Upland Countties,) in Con- 
junction with ſuch Reflux, been able to drive them thence, fo as to preſerve à ſufflefent 
Channel. . 8 | | | Fo WH DIP Ih 113 33:31 % YAO DIL GTHI ED Ys 61113 3377 
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6. Many more Proofs may be brouglit, thit'the free Admiſſion of the Tides up 
thoſe Rivers, are the Ruln of them, and the Otcalioh of the pteſent bad Condition of 
the Fens; but for brevity Sake, 1 ſhall only mention T. .. 300 n DAE e 
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71. The firſt is, That while the Sluices were ſtanding croſs tlie old Courſe of the 
Ouſe at Salter s- Load, by which Means the Tides were ſtopped from running up that 
Courſe of the River towards Ey, there were no Sands foind in that River above the 
Sluices; but on the contrary, it was very deep, and the Water then flowed from Bank 
to Bank, as may be proved by the Teſtimony of .eyery Body that knew that River be- 
fore thoſe Sluices were down. But ſince they fell (which was but Twelve Years fin ) 
and the Tides have had free Paſſage up that Part of the River above that Sluice, 5 
prodigiouſly filted up as fat i 0 R000 217 630 07 {4p 


8. The other Proof that the free Paſſage of the Tides ny are the Cauſe. of the De- 
cay of thoſe Rivers is, that from Little-Port-Chair c beyond which Place the Tides do 
not flow with any Force) up to Ely, and above it into the River Grant; the Ouſe by 
the Current and Weight of its Freſhes, ſtill maintains it ſelf of a ſufficient Depth for 
Navigation, notwithſtanding its preſent bad Condition, from its Waters being ſpread 
over great Part of the South Level, through which it paſſes, which ſhall be further 
ſpoke to hereafter : That Part of the River being no where between the Two laſt 
mentioned Places, leſs than Four Foot deep, and in moſt from Five to Eight, and in 
ſome Places Nine and Ten ; as I proved by ſounding that River every Furlong, when J 


* 


attended your Lordſhip on a Survey of the Fens in Aug laſt. 


9. The Second great Cauſe of the ſilting up of Lynn Harbour, and of the River 
Ouſe, is alſo from the Admiſſion of the Tides up that River, but from a different bad 
Effect they have, than that of bringing up the Sands out of the Bay, which will ap- 
pear as follows. ** 


10. Lynn Harbour was once a narrow Channel, and then it was a good one, and the 
River Ouſe up from thence, when confin d within proper Bounds, was alſo deep. But 
in Proceſs of Time, that Harbour is become prodigioufly Wide, and moſt Parts of the 
River Ouſe, up from thence almoſt to Germans (Which is Seven Miles) is ſaid to be 
in ſome Places near a Mile Broad, and the continual Increaſe of the Width of this Har- 
bour, and of this Part of the River, will be readily granted by every body that knows 
them. And this is plainly owing to the violent Motion and Weight of the Tides, 
which have wore them to this monſtrous Width, the Veſtern Bank of that Harbour and 
River on the Marſh-Land Side, being a looſe infirm Sand. 1 


11. Tis evident therefore, that this Ground from Time to Time ſo waſhe daway, 

( which at a very low Computation of but Two Furlongs Wide, and Six Foot Deep, a- 
mounts to Eleven Millions of Cube Yards) has very much contributed to choak them 
up; and in my Opinion has been as great a Prejudice to them, as all the Sands brought 
out of the Bay by the Tides. For if the Freſhes have any Power in wet Seaſons to 
carry down Part of theſe Sands, as is acknowledged by the Watermen that uſe that 
River, this prodigious Magazine of Sands between Germans and Lynn has been, and 
ſtill is a proper Matter for them to employ their Force upon; and if fo, they conduct 
| | — them 
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=! . Theſe Obſervations. demonſtrate, that the waſhing away of the Shores, did not iin 
=. the leaſt contribute to, the ſilting up of the Channel; for as it grew from Six to Forgy 
= '  _ Poles Wide, before Denver Sluices were erected, ſo in Proportion it increaſed in its 
2 1 5 this was effected by a natural Cauſe; for as the River, by the Action of t 
1 Tides and Freſhes was made wider, it received greater Quantities of the Tidal - flood, 
and thereby having more and more Water to Ebb back in the Compaſs of the Channel, 
it fell to Sea with ſuch additional Weight, that it neceſſarily wore the Channel 
| T7 _ 2vider and deeper, until Denver Sluices put a full Stop to the Flood near Salters-Lode, 
1 and deprived the Channel of its wonted Stock of Back- water, and from that Moment 
3 the Channel began to decay and ſilt up. 
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112. The firſt Part of this Article is anſwered in Articles 3, 4 ; to the reſt we fay, 
That before Denver Sluices and 100 Foot Drain were made, which Works occaſion d 


the ſilting up, of the Haven and Channel, the Tide of Flood ran full five Hours and a 


Now in as much as he aſſerts, That the Tides do not employ in Lynn Harbour aboye 
three Hours in their Flux, and almoſt the remaining nine in their Reflux, we muſt ob- 
-ſerve and inſiſt upon it, that the Aſſertion is not true; for if the Flux be 3 Hours and 
2 half, then four Hours will return the ſame Quantity of Water (which the Tide brought 
up) to Sea. This Colonel Dodſon owns, p. 4. So that it is plain, the Reflux (before 
the Sluices were built) was qualify'd with more Force than the Flux. | 3 
Me farther obſerve and inſiſt upon it, That the Freſhes alone never did keep open 
the Outfall of any River lying upon - foul Seas, or could keep open the Channel of 
the River and Haven of Lynn; but the Spring tides in their Reflux did fo; and we 
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bring this undeniable Proof of it, vis. . N | ah Ee 
:_ When it was High-Water at Salters-lode- 0 where the River was 150 Feet broad, and 
a Spring-tide roſe x2 or 14 Feet high) then was it near half Ebb at Lynn, and conſe- 
quently the Water had ſlipp'd off from a great Part of thoſe broad Sands ſo much com- 
plain d of, and was reduced into the Compaſs of the Low-water Channel; then fol- 
low d that great Head of Water from Salters-lode, rais d to the Height before- mention d; 
to which immediately ſucceeded all the Waters put up into Stoke, Brandon, Milden- 
ball, Old Ouſe, and Grant Rivers, where within twelve Miles of Cambridge the Spring- 
tides uſed to ſwell the River Grant about four Feet higher than its natural Situation. 
And this was the Quantity of Back-Water, that with great Weight and Force (follow'd 
by the Freſhes) returning to Sea in the Compaſs of the Low-water Channel, clear'd 
alt before it, and thereby not only maintain d, but increas d the Depth every where in 
this grand Receptacle, to the Improvement of Navigation and Draining, till Denver 
Sluices were built. The Truth of which appears from the Ships riding in Lynn-baven, 
juſt before thoſe Sluices were erected, in two Fathom at Low-water, having ſuch ſtrong 
Ebbs, that they were often forced to moor with a Stream Cable, which is one extraor- 
dinary to hold them faſt ; and the Channels to Seaward were ſo good, that Ships draw- 
ing 13 or 14 Feet Water could fail up and down between the Sea and Lynn in the loweſt 


Neip-Tide. . 
3 prov'd the ancient Goodneſs of this Outfal, we are now to ſhew, that contrary 
to this Author's Aſſertion, the Freſhes had Time to paſs to Sea. We (and before us 
Colonel Dodſon) have obſerv'd, that there were Four Hours and a Half in Twelve, for 
the freſh Waters to run out. Te g OY 
The Freſhes or Floods, when they deſcend from the High- Countries, laſt not above 
Three Weeks, or thereabouts, and then falling with great Weight, they meet the Tides, 
and mixing with the Flux, much of their Waters ſink viith it the firſt Four Hours of 
Ebb. So that the Freſhes deſcend rapidly to Sea almoſt the whole Eight Hours and a 
half of the Reflux : And therefore it was, they ſcour d out the Silt and Sand with ſuch 
great Effet, when they made their way to Sea through Lynn haven, to the Improve. 
ment of Navigation and Draining. But now, by taking an awkward Courſe toward 
Cambridge, through the Remains of Denver Sluices, they overflow the Sourh Level, and 
will in few Years Time, deſtroy the valuable Navigation between Lym and Cambridge, 
unless their ancient natural Courſe be immediately given them, as Colonel Armſtrong 


propoles. 


13. And we beg Leave further to obſerve, that the Freſhes or Land-floods, whenever 
they do deſcend, (and that is but ſeldom, though we are aſſured of near as many 
Spring-tides, as there are Days in the Revolution of one Year ) they are ſo far from 


being enervated by the Tides, that they are thereby ( to continue the Metaphor ) 750 
der 
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A Scheme for Draining the Feut, &c. 5 


them down to the Mouth, of the Bay, where they are met by the Tides, and by them 
driven beck again, and lodged in that Harbounrn 
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ka. But before I leave this Subject, I muſt once more obſerve, and inſiſt upon it, 
that the Tides here never have been able in their Reflux, to carry all the Sands they 
bring up, back again with them to Sea, but apparently feed-or fill thar River and Har- 
bour, and therefore are no way qualified to ſcour them out; for that, as the Tides in 
this Harbour do not employ aboye the Space of Three Hours in their Flux, and almoſt 
the remaining Nine in their Reflux, it's evident, that by ſuch flow Reflux, they loſe 
near two Thirds of the Weight and Force the Flux is qualified with; and conſequently 
by ſuch Inequality of Tune, great Quantities of the Sands fo brought up by them — 
be dropp'd; and the Reflux being thus flow, almoſt two Thirds of their Force an: 
Weight is abated ;; for which Reaſons, the ſame Quantity of Sands brought in by this 
ſtronger Power of the Flux, cannot poſlibly be drove back again by the weaker Force 
of the Reflux: So that whatever Part of thoſe Sands fo left behind, are at any Time 
driven out of theſe Rivers, or Lynn Harbour, is by the Power of the Freſhes only. 


Tides, are not qualified to perform that Work effectually; conſequently they will be 


much leſs fo, when a greater Indraught of Tide - waters are admitted, by which a 


greater Quantity of Sea Silt will be brought in, and lodged, than ever. And by this 
eater Flux of Tide-waters, a ſtill greater Opppoſition made to the Power of the 
reſhes, that will by this Means be driven ſtill farther back into the Bowels of the Fens, 
and conſequently removed the farther from their Outfal: And this great Increaſe of 
Tide- waters being firſt to be returned to Sea, before the Freſhes can deſcend thither, 
will employ almoſt the whole Time of Ebb in their Return; ſo that in wet Times, 
when theſe vaſt Floods of Freſhes are floating in the Fens, and at this great Diſtance of 
Twenty-five or Thirty Miles from their Outfal, will have little or no Time to be diſ- 


charged to Sea, the Flux of the Tide returning upon them, before they can make any 
Paſſage down ; and by this Means, the Fens will be in a worſe Condition than ever, 


and that conſequently the Ruin of the River Ouſe, and of Lynn Harbour, will be more 


ſpeedy than they would be, if that River was to continue in the State it is in at this 
Time. | | „„ 


13. I ſhall here obſerve one Thing further, that the Freſhes having ever been thus 


enervated by Tides, (which by the Lynn Scheme will be much more ſo) and it full 


appearing that the Freſhes only are capable of driving the Silt out of this River = 
Harbour, their deſcending thus leiſurely with the Reflux of the Tides, is the Cauſe that 
> 5 | C | NG 


they 


And as by Experience 'tis found that theſe Freſhes, as they are now diſabled by the 
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der d more nervous and: ftrong; The Tides meet the Freſhes, not in an hoſtile, but in 
an amicable Manner; and after having join d their Forces, they make their Paſſage in 
one united Body, and bear down all before them to Sea. 


1 


1 
\ 


134. Here are a River and Haven, which by this Author's own Confeſſion, were 
Ten or Twelve Feet deeper within the Memory of Man, than now they are ; ( we 
ſay they were ſo before Denver Sluices and the Hundred Foot Drain, ere made) 
and we aſſert there was not in any Part” of the Channel, leſs than a Dig of Four 

Feet after the Reflux was finiſhed. ' This River and Haven receive moſt of the 
Rivers and Downfals of Nine or Ten Counties; (equal in Quantity to the 
Waters of Thames or Humber) and the Courſe of this one River is One Hundred and 
Sixty Miles, if permitted to run its old natural Way, (which is within Ten Miles of the 
Length of the Thames; therefore the River Ouſe, the Harbour of Lynn, and the 
Channel to Scaward, had the Qualifications requir d by this Author. And yet he 


doth affirm ! But it is evident here are none of theſe Qualifications, and therfore re- 
* quires great Help from Art. That we deny And this we affirm Had not 
the Adventurers, by their Art, (that like His, is directly oppoſite to the Courſe of Na- 
ture, and the Laws of Motion) fluic'd the Ouſe, and diverted her Waters, by which 
we loſt Ten or Twelve Feet Perpendicular; the ſaid River, Haven, and Channel, would 
have had at this Day, a Depth proportionable to its Width ; a Depth like that in the 
Thames, and in the Humber, which is maintain d in their Channels, by the free Admiſ- 
ſion of the Tides, and the uninterrupted Paſſage of the Freſhes down their old natural 
Courſes. Had they, the Adventurers, as they were advisd by the moſt judicious and 
experienc'd Men, ( inſtead of uſing Art to thwart Nature) aſſiſted Nature, by imbank- 
ing the Rivers, & c. there had not been any Occaſion of Complaint at this Day, either 
from Seamen or Fenmen. And whereas this Projector propoſes to ſet Sluices croſs our 
River, and ſays, this Method will appear neither unreaſonable, nor unpreſidented, if 
we caſt our Eyes croſs the Water upon Holland: We ſay, it is unpreſidented, and that 
there are no Sluices croſs any ſuch qualify d River in Holland, or elſewhere in the World, 
for the Preſervation of an Outfal. And we ſay it is unreaſonable, becauſe it is contrary 
to Magna Charta, and more than Ten Statutes of this Realm; becauſe it is contrary to 
all the Rules of Draining ;—becaulſe it is contrary to the Opinion of Men of Judgment, 
and ever was condemned by all Artiſts in theſe Undertakings; becauſe Denver Slui- 
ces deſtroy d Draining ; and -— becauſe theſe intended Sluices will ruin Draining and 
Navigation too. LOR T3 36 ee AA 


I5—16—17—18—I9—20—21. The free Admiſſion of the Tides into the River Ouſe, 
is ſo far from being the Deſtruction of Lynn Harbour, as this Author aſſerts, that they 
did always keep a deep Channel throughout its whole Courſe, till ſuch Time as Denver 
Sluices were ſer croſs the River, with their Apron Eight Feet higher than the old Bottom 
thereof, to ſhut the Tides out of their ancient Receptacles ; and till ſuch Time as the freſh 

Waters of the old Ouſe were turned down the new Bedford River. Then, indeed, imme- 
diately then, ſucceeded the bad Condition of Lynn Harbour—For in leſs than Two Years 
Time, the Harbour was choaked up with Silt and Sand, where before Ships uſed to 
ride in TWO Fathoms at Low-water ; and the River upwards, as far as thoſe Sluices, 
(Sixteen Miles from Lynn, ) underwent the ſame Fate, from the pernicious Effect of 
Denver Sluices, and the Hundred Foot Cut, though made ſo far from Lynn : Therefore 
ſhould another new narrow and ſhallow Cut be made, ſhould another Sluice be ſet croſs the 
River, at its very Entrance into the Haven, and thereby the Tides be prevented Flow- 
ing into the Ouſe at all, we are not only induced to think, but do peremptorily aſſert, 
the Ruin of the Harbour will inevitably follow. | 
We ſay, that if the Thames or the Humber had been treated in the ſame Manner with 

our Os ſe, thoſe Rivers, from their Mouths up, as far as where the Check ſhould be 
given to the Tides, would have ſuffered in the ſame Manner: And this way of Think- 
ing is very Natural and Rational ; for at the Mouths of thoſe Rivers are vaſt Heaps of 

Sand and Silt, through which. the free Admiſſion of the Tides, and as free Remiſſion 

or Reflux of thoſe Tides, have hitherto maintain d a deep Channel. | | 
As to the enlarging of the Ouſe, we propoſe no other, than the taking away 
the Bruſhwood. at the - ſeveral *Bridg2s mentioned in Colonel Armſtrong's 1 
* a and 


* 


A Scheme for Draining the Fens, &c. "-» 


they are rendered ineffectual to the ſcouring out the Mouth of the Ouſe and Lynn Har- 
bour : But if the Freſhes can by any Means be defended from the Repulſes of their 
old Enemy the Tide, and inſtead of being driven back by it into the Bowels of the 
Fens, to get the entire Poſſeſſion of the River Ouſe, quite down to Lynn Harbour; and 
when there, employ their Force without any Oppoſition of the Tides on that Harbour 
and Channel, through the Waſb, into the Deep, when they are emptied of Sea Water, 1. 
| _ eg will certainly do all for that Harbour and Channel, that can be expected 
or wiſhd. 1 6 . 07 DOR. nol ooh) 


. 


14. Indeed it would in ordinary Cafes be very improper thus to check the Tides, 
where the Waters are not ſubject to Silt; which does not happen, where any Bay, Har- 
bour or River, is bottom d ſo deep, as to retain a depth of Water below the Reflux 
when it is finiſhed, or where Nature” has qualified a Country with ſufficient Currents 
to diſcharge its Freſhes. But it is evident here are none of theſe Qualifications, and 
therefore requires great help from Art. And 1 humbly hope the Method I ſhall pro- 
poſe for the Relief of this Country, and Lynn Harbour, will neither appear unreaſona- 
ble, nor unprecedented, if we caſt our Eye croſs the Water, on our neighbouring Coun- 
ty; the: Provinces of Halland: tf! on 9 bn not ould N 


t. Thus much, I humbly hope, is ſufficient to ſhew, that the free Admiſſion of the 
Tides up theſe Rivers, is the Deſtruction of Lynn Harbour, and of the Rivers Ouſe 
and Nean, and conſequently the utter Ruin of the Fens. | 


16. The Port of Lynn, and the great Level of the Fens, being in this bad Conditi- 
on, and that through theſe ill Conſequences of the Tides having free Paſſage up the 
Rivers Ouſe and Mean, tis to be hoped, from what has been ſaid on that Subject 
the Corporation of Lynn, will be indueed to this way of Thinking, . contrary to the 
Scheme propoſed, of enlarging the River Ouſe in order to admit a greater Indraught of 
Tide-waters, and of taking up the Sluices at the Hermitage, near Erith, and ſtopping 
up the Mouth of New Bedford River, and by that Means turning the Waters of the 
Ouſe, that come out of the Counties of Buckingham, Bedford and Huntingdon, down 
the old Courſe of that River, by Eh, Gc. which if done, would effectually drown the 
whole South Level of the Fens, as it has ever done, when it went down that Courſe, 
and in a little Time compleat the Ruin of Lynn Harbour. The Conſiderations of the 
Tides being thus diſpatched, the next Thing to be conſidered is; 


17. The Inconſiſteney of the other Part of that Scheme, which propoſes to deſert 
the New Bedford River, and great Receptacle, and thereby to turn the great Land- 
Floods down the old Courſe of the Ouſe, by Harrimere, Ely, &c. On a due Conſidera- 
tion of which, it will be neceſſary to look a little into the ancient drowned Condition 
of theſe Fens, that thereby may be ſhewed the Improperneſs of their old round- about 


Channels; and alſo to take Notice of the principal Works ſince done in this Country, 
towards the draining of it. 18. The 
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tries of Rub ingham, | Bedford and Heentingdany' down the old Courſe :of. the uſe, 


would effectually drown-the whole South Level gf the Fens, as they, have ever done, when 
they Went down that Courſe ; we ball bring the: Teſtimony! of (Sir Clementi Bumund; co 


| confront hin. *-The River Ouſe, ſays he, coming along by the Lowus of Bed: 


« fyrd, Huntingdon, and St. Ives, and fo paſſing down to his Outfall at Lyus, is a 
© goodly fair River throughout; and below Ely downwards runneth with ſuch a Cur- 
rent, that it is abſolutely the beſt Sewer of all chat Country. — Aud the "= 
« try all along the River: Side, both in Cambridgeſoire and in the Iſie, being 2 very 
* rich Soil, and well inhabited, is not otherwiſe, much troubled with Waters, but id 
* Winter and in time of Floods, occaſion d by the Waters being ſtopped between Hun- 
* tington'and Ely by Weeds, Weers, Hards, Gu. and by the Rivers being made ſhallow 
< againſt Ely, as in other Parts by Graves: and Fords, which onght to:be-remov'd for 
< the readier Paſſage of the Waters in time of Floods. Yet:it! was generally acknow- 
<« ſedged; chat the removing of thoſe Impediments, «ſpecially near and about Eby, 
* would take away all Navigation and Paſſage by Boat in Summer Time, to the great 
c Prejudice of the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge; whereof Dr. Richardſon, the 


e Vice-Chancellor, being preſent at the Seſſion at Huntington, made earneſt Inſtance 


that due Conſideration might be had. | | 
This Author, and Sir Clement, do point blank contradict one another ; we leave it to 


Judgment, which knew beſt, and was mot likely to ſpeak Truth. —— Sir Clement 
made his Report to the Lords of the Privy-Conncil 29th of September, 161 9. And 
April 13. 1620. Sir William Ayloff, Bar. and Anthony Thomas, Eſq; made their Propo- 
fals to the King and Council tor the Draining of the Fens. Which were theſe : 


To have all the King's Lands which ſhall be recovered, at the Free Rent of 4d. 
Acre, more than they uſed to be let at. DOE af EE a 


The Princes Lands the ſame. | =. 
Two Thirds of all Subje®s Lands drowned the Tear round. 


Half the Land drowned half the Tear round, &c. 
To them and their Heirs for ever. 


According to their Demands , we may diſcover the then Goodneſs or Badneſs of the 
Fens in the South- Level. | 
5 | The Demands : 


x. Fens between the River of Grant, Eaſt, and the Hards of Milton, 
Waterbeach and Denny Abbey, Weſt ; and fo extending Weſt, be- 
tween the River Ouſe on the North, and the hard Land Sourh 
up to St. Ives Bridge, and Part on the other Side the Ouſe be- 


tween Erith and St. Ives. . mage” 
Therefore the Beſt was in Nature River- Meadow ; the Morſt drowned fo en 


One Eighth Part of 
the Better. 


One Fourth Part of 
the Worſt. 


but Three Months. 
2. Soham Fens by Wickham Hards Sout b,. . — One Sxth Part. 
Theſe Fens were therefore in Nature River-Meadow, 1 


3. Fens between Mildenball River and the Great. River up to 4 0 F 1 | 
rimere and the Up- Lands of Iſlebam, Fordbam, and Sobam. ne Fourth. 
Therefore drowned but Three Months in Winter. | 


4. Fens between Brandon River North, Mildenball River South, and . 1. , 
F Littleport Fen Weſt. 8 f g F One Third. 55 
Therefore drowned about Three Months. ; 


5. Fens between Stoke River North, and Brandon River South. — One Fourth. 
6. Fens on the North Side of Stoke River from Stoke-Bridge to the } Ons East 


oreat River between Helgay and Stoke. 
Therefore drowned but Three Months in Winter. 


7. Sutton and Haddenham Fens „— — . — One Eighth. ö 


Therefore in Nature River-Meadow. 
| Theſe 


to its ancient Depth and 
the Waters that come ſrom the Coun, 


» 
a2 


&59 


A ebene for Dhdininezhe Fens, "&c. 


18. The. w t Level of che Fens, no called Bedford-Lovel;! ( che flatteſt and loweſt 
Gn poffible) was antiently the Receptacle of the Waters of the Nivers Neun, 
Ousse, Grant, Mi Hldenball' Branden and i Stoke, (beſides ſeveral other little Rivulets or 
Brooks out of the Counties of Northampton, Cambridge; Suffol 


k, and Norfolk'3/:out of 
-whichſeveral' Counties, ini wet Seaſons,” they coriveyed down: t this Fenny: Courtry, 


vaſt Inundations of Waters, which ſpreading — / over the whole Face of it, 
there ſtagnated through the exceeding! Flatneſs wane wok ow mw or proper Chatiels, 


10 ſufficient Currents to eviivey them to Sea. r „ 115 20d. bund 
| 180191 » 1 e847 557 3 J 19201 10 | 23 Ei T3 49 & 5117 1. CF" . oy! {4 60 TS - 84 I. 7 * 


1 19. while the Fens: were in this Condition, the Waters of * Ouſe, Gran Millem 
ball, Branden, and Stoke, employed themſelves moſtly in that Part of the Fens which 
is now. called the South-Level, and made it one entire Lake of Water, except ſome 

Fall Hills; on the largeſt of which, the Town of 7 n ſome 7 — * 

Which then made chat little Country n zon en r 

5108 Ai Bonne TOE. nl e enen 0 I 6% 

20. Ar'this Time the Ouse took its Courſe 405 Bib, (here it enthvd he ens) 

to Leasen; where it received the Waters of the River Grant from Cambridge, and 
then paſſed forward by Ey, Littlepors, and Denver; and between thoſe Places took in 
[likewiſe the Rivers Mi 22 Brandon and Stote; and from Denver it Wart e its 
Courſe down by Lynn to Sen, as' it does at _ ar EN 
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21. At che ſame Time alſo the River hes out of Northampronſbire, with aches leſſer 
Rivers it brought with it, entered the Fens at Peterborough, as it now does; concernin 
-which 1 need obſerve no further, than to ſay that it divided it ſelf, and ſpread its Wa- 
ters over thoſe Parts of the Fens, now called the e and Maddle-Levele m ſo com- 
pines the Drowning of _ whole Country: 
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232. Here our Author owns, That the want of Embankments laid the. Fens under 
kw * 5 C * - e 
Water. 


ed but upon extraordinary Wind: Catehes, 
the Summer following 
; OR iy 3 f 4m ont 


Why then doth he not adviſt the. Adventurete to än Here 
he allows that the Mouth of the Ouſe towards Lynn was in good Condition in thoſe 
Times; which were before Denver Sluices and Ttrait Guts were made; And ſino Denver 
Why does lie propoſe more ſtrait Cuts and more Sluice ss —?:˙⸗ 
As the Author owns the Goodneſs of the Mouth of the Ow toward Iynn,; we muſt 
inform him too, that the Ship- Channels between Iynn and che Sea were! alſo in ſo very 
good Condition, that it was half a Mile broad, and retain d ſufficient Depth at Low- 
„ WA ee ole omi l i 3h 


f; Denver 


That the River upward. to Selfers-Lode was the ſame (until the erecting o 
Sluices, and the turning the River Ouſ out of its old natural Chanel into an artificial, in- 
ſufficient and ſhorter One.) —— Thus far the Channels and Cutrents of the old Rivers 


were always owned to be ſufficient : — At; h, Stretbam; & c. there were Grayels 


indeed, that made the River ſhallow, and in many Places there were Weers, Stamps, 
and ſuch like Stops to the Waters deſcending from the high Countries down this old 
River, while it ſubſiſted : And it was the Opinion of the then Commiſſioners 
of Sewers, and of the Induſtrious Mr. Atkins, of Sir Clement Edmunds, and of the 

Lord Popham, which laſt undertook the Draining, that had thoſe Obſtructions been re- 
mov'd, the Draining of the Sourh-Level had been compleated, —— For notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe Obſtructions, the Soi h- Level was good Summer Lands; and it was decla- 
red by Wefterdyke, Lord Gorges, &c. that had they been embanked, they would have 
been good Winter-Lands. Therefore the Adventurers ſhould have embanked the Ouſe, 
and not ſluiced it. | | 


23 - 24. If inſtead of erecting the Sluices and cutting the 100 Foot, the Undertakers for 
Draining had remov'd the Impediments before-mentioned, and had made proper Embank- 
ments at a due and ordinary Diſtance, by humouring the old Courſe of the Ouſe in its 
Twiſtings and Turnings, they had anſwer d the Ends both of Navigation and Draining. 
Strait Cuts and Drains are proper only to convey the downfal Waters to the River ; and 
therefore Rivers ſhould be left as Nature hath made them, winding and turning through 
the loweſt Part of the Countrey, and ſhould not by Art be carried in ſtrait Lines 


through the higheſt Parts: And fatal Experience hath ſhewn us, that ſuch diverting an 


old River, and carrying it in a direct Line to its Outfall, did, whilſt Denver Sluices were 
ſtanding, ſilt up the Channel from thoſe Sluices to Sea; And the Land-Floods (deſcending 
by the ſtrait River over-riding the Waters of the natural Rivers of the South-Level) 
forcibly kept Denver-Sluice Doors ſhut for three Weeks or more together, penn'd them 


up, and cauſed them to overflow the South-Level ; by which and other Inconveniences 


of thoſe Sluices, great Part of the Sourh Diviſion of the Fens became over-flow'd as 
much as ever, during the Winter-Seaſon ; and the Summer and dry Seaſons, (three 
fourth Parts of the Year) the Tides being ſhut out by Denver-Sluices from flowing up 
into their ancient Receptacles towards Ely, &c. the River between Denver and Lynn 
ſilted up for want of its former Weight of Backwater : By which it appears, that the 
South- Level was over flow d in wet Seaſons, whilſt Denver Sluices ſubſiſted. And the 
Conlequence at preſent now to be dreaded is, the Continuance of the ſilting up of the 


| River between the Remains of thoſe Sluices and Ely, &c. to the Ruin of Navigation 


and Draining. 

To fo little Purpoſe were the Adventurers Works made, that they muſt deſert them, 
as was ſoretold (by IVeſterdzke while making) dig out the old Courſe of the Ouſe, and 
iorm Banks on each Side, if they would in good Earneſt fend their Fen- Waters to Sea, 

To prove this, we need not only obſerve, That before the Sluices were built, the great- 
eſt Land-Floods went off the South-Level to Sea at fartheſt in three Months time; but 


ſince 


A Scheme fot Draining the Feus, &cc. 
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232. From this mort Deſcription it is very. plain, that the low and flat Nuture of hat 
Country, and the round · about Courſes of the old Rivers, with the Taſufficiency of rheir 
Channels and Currents, and their want of Imbankments to confine the Land-Floods, 
were the Occaſions of the thea drowned Condition of it, notwithſtanding the then good 
Condition of the Mouth of the Ouſe towards Lynn ; from whence'T proceed, 1:7 51002 
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23 To the principal Works done in that Country, towards the Draining of it; 
and to examine whether they were the moſt proper Methods to obtain that End. 
The firſt great Work then, in conveying of ſuch vaſt Inundations of Waters through 
a Country, where little or no Current can be had to help them forward, muſt be by 
proper Imbankments in the molt direct Line, and neareſt way poſſible to their Outfal, 
and joined to the Upland- Country, from whence they receive thole vaſt Waters; and 
ſuch Imbankments muſt be ſet ſo far aſunder, as to form à ſufficient Receptacle to con- 
tain the moſt violent and haſty Flood 
Opportunity to convey them to Sea. 


by Upon this juſt Notion, the firſt great Work that was done towards Draining the 
Fen 


ands, was the great Receptacle, called Moreton s- Leame, through which all the 
Upland Floods, and other Waters that deſcend out of Northamptonſhire by the River 
Nean, have been confin'd, 


z and kept from overflowing the Fens, and conveyed by i. 
vech to Sea. 5 | 


15. To 


$ that may at any Time be expected, till there is 
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ſince they were erected, the Een Waters hardly get to Sea at all, nor ever will till they 
are reſtored to their old Courſe. . | | 

Further we ſay, That Banks ſet at ſuch a great Diſtance as thoſe of the Old and New 
Bedford Rivers are, are not proper; 1. Becauſe a ſmall Flood is loft in ſuch a large 
Space, dilates, and wants Weight to grind out the Sand. This is aſſerted by Weſter 


er- 


Syte, and own'd by Dodſon and others. 24h, Becauſe when the Land- Floods deſcend 


in great Quantities with Violence, and the Space between Bank and Bank is filled with 


Waters, high Winds have happened, which by raiſing the Waves have ſhatterd and 
broke thoſe Banks, and over-flowd the Fens. F FT Ane 3 


25. Toe intended neareſt Way to convey the Floods to Sea is now become the fartheſt 
Way about; for ſince the blowing up of the Sluices, they flow up the Ouſæ and drown the 


Fens almaſtmas:far as Harrimere J whereas had the bld Com of the Oufe been d 


ne O1C | u 
conſin d with Banks ſet at a convenient Diſtance," and had the Obſtacles beſos mend 
ond been taken away, the Waters would: have run ſwiftly in one united Body, and i 
one and the ſame Chatinel to Sea. But as to this Gentleman's Aſſertion, that" berwee; 
thoſe two. great Banks of the two HBeufbids the Winter-Floods of the 100 Foot Gùt of the 
Counties of Buckingham, Bedford and Huntington, have, ever ſince thoſe Banks were 
made, been ſafely confin'd from over-flowing the Fens ; we muſt tell him, that whoe- 
ver was his Informer, has impos d upon him moſt egregiouſly. 


26. When the 0% had its old natural Courſe by Harrimere, Ely, &c. the Sourh- 
Level was drowned only as Meadows are along moſt Rivers part of the Winter. And 
the many Petitions to Parliament by the Inhabitants of the South Diviſion of the Fens, 
Anno 1650, ſhew, Their Land was the better for being overflow'd by the Winter Floods, 
all the next Summer ; and that they were never hurtfully overflow'd. — This Au- 


thor owns, That ſince the Waters of Ouſe ha ve been turn d out of their old Channel 


down the great Receptacle to Denver, &c. the Waters of the Rivers Grant, Mildenball, 
Brandon and Stoke only, have laid great Part of the Sourh-Level under Water, for no 
other Reaſons poſſibly but theſe two ; — — © x. Its Outfall being near ſilted up. 
6 2. The Tide- waters up that River repel thoſe Freſhes, and keep them back.” Here he 
contradicts himſelf, for in the ſame Article he ſays, —— Theſe River-Waters went uni- 
ted with the Waters of the great Receptacle to Sea. But this laſt Aſſertion is not true, 
for the Freſhes deſcending the Hundred Foot Drain, or great Receptacle, did ever for- 


cibly keep Denver Sluice Doors ſhut as afore-mentiond ; ſo that the Floods deſcending 


the fore-mention'd Rivers, which have their Courſe through the Sourh- Level, were 
thereby penn d into that Level, and ftoppd from going to Sea, and forced to overflow 


it in Winter. — And in Summer, the One below the Sluice toward Lynn, was ſo filted 


up, becauſe the ſaid Sluices hindered the free Admiſſion of the Tides into their natural 
and uſual Receptacles, that Low-water Mark was raiſed too high for the Waters of the 
South- Level to run off to Sea. And therefore they were overflow'd in that Diviſion of 
the Fens by the firſt Floods that deſcended after Denver Sluices were built, and conti- 


nued ſo, until they were blown up by the Tides from Sea. — And indeed fo the 
have continued to be ever ſince thoſe Sluices fell. — For the Land- floods deſcending 


the great Receptacle do not unite and go to Sea with the Water of the other Rivers, but 
take their Courſe through the Ruins of thoſe Sluices, and not only overflow all that Le- 
vel to a great Depth in Winter, but choak up with their Sullage the Rivers above the 
ſaid Sluices ſo high, that Low-water Mark is near two Feet higher than the Soil of the 
Fens ; in conſequence whereof the Fens are conſtantly under Water, and the Navigati- 
on mult be loſt in a very ſhort time. — And yet this Author declares in the next Pa- 
ragraph, that thoſe Works of the Adventurers which are the Cauſe of theſe deſtructive 
Effects to Navigation and Draining —— are judiciouſly made. 


27 28. We cannot but take notice, that in Article 21, he ſays, The dividing the 
River Nene drowned the Countrey ; yet in this 27th, he ſays, Tis judicious to ſeparate 
the Waters of Rivers. But we ſay, the dividing and ſeparating the Streams is the 
Ruin of the Channel and Outfall: And he implicitly owns it, for he aſſerts , that divi- 
ding the Streams was judicious, until the Increaſe of Sands ſtopped up the Outfalls ; 
but it is prov'd, that before they were ſeparated the Sands did not increaſe, and the Out- 


fall 
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£2.55 To the ſame Purpoſe ( ſince that Time ):itorreceive:the- Floods from the Upper- 1 


Part of the Ouſe, out of the Counties of Bucbingbam, Bedford, and Huntington, from [ 
Erith (at which Place the Ouſe enters the Fens) to Denver, which is Twenty Miles, "I 
and the neareſt way poſſible to convey the Waters to Sea t,¹]¹ͥ9ẽ Rivers, of One Hun- | | 
dred Foot Wide each, were cut in ſtrait Lines, near Parallek toveach other, and at a 1 
Medium of about half a Mile aſunder; and with the Earth ſoldug out, large and high 
Banks were formed, by which Means the whole Space of Eand between the ſaid Two! ꝛ | 
Banks, became one great Receptacle or Canal: So that through one of theſe Hundred 

| Foot Rivers, the Summer Waters of the Ouſe might paſs; and between theſe great | 1 


Banks, the Winter- Floods of that River, out of the Three Counties laſt- mentioned, 
have ever ſince thoſe Banks were made, been ſafely conſined from overflowing the Fens, 
and diſcharged from Denver through the lower Part of the old Courſe of the Ouſe to 
Lynn, and ſo to Sea; and to prevent theſe vaſt Waters from paſſing down the old inſuf- 
ficient unbank d Courſe of the Oaſe by Harrimere; Ely, &c. a Sluice was put croſs the 

ſame at the Hermitage, near Erith, to ſtop the Paſſage of the Waters that Way. 


26. Theſe prodigious Floods (which when they paſſed down this round - about, in- 
ſufticient, unbank d old Courſe of the Ouſe, by Harrimere, Ely, &c. in which Times, 
and for which Seaſons, theſe Parts of the Fens were ever drowned ) being thus ſafely 
conveyed down through this great Receptacle to Denver, the ſaid old Courſe of the 
Oꝛuſe has ever ſince that Time been employed only in conveying the Waters of the Ri- 
vers Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon and Stoke, to Denver, where they join the other 
Waters that come through this great Receptacle, and ſo go united by Lynn to Sea. 
And it is well known, that this old unbanked Courſe: of the Ouſe was never ſufficient to 
carry more Water than what it received from the Four laſt-mentioned Rivers, when it 

was in its beſt Condition ; and much leſs now that its Mouth below Germans is near 
ſilted up; theſe very Waters of thoſe Four Rivers only, having for ſeveral: Years over- 
flowed the ſaid old Courſe of the Ouſe, through which they ſhould paſs, and laid great 
Part of the South- Level under Water; and that for no other Reaſons poſſible, than 
theſe Two; the firſt from its Outfal being near ſilted up; and the other, that the Tide- 
waters up that River repel thoſe Freſhes, and keep them back. 5 old 7 
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ſtance the moſt judicious Men of their Times: But it yet not ſufficiently appearing by 
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fall was good ; therefore the dividing the Streams was in great Meaſure the Cauſe of the 


Increaſe of Sands, which ſtopped up the Outfall. 


Of this Opinion is Weſterdyke, 


G. He fays, That Waters divided paſs away very ſlowly; and in time loſe their 
< China © ttc, ar not pro | 


. 


As to the prodigious Expence of their Works ; and the Participants calling to their 


Aſſliſtance the moſt judicious Men of their Times; we own the artificial Works they 
made coſt more than the Works they ought to have made to aſſiſt Nature would have 
done. — We alſo own, That they did call ſome judicious Perſons to their Aſſiſtance; 


but we ſay they did not follow the Rules of Draining, laid down by the moſt Judicious 
of them. ———— Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, the worſt Adviſer of them all, gave the 


Scheme for the Works: they made, and he ſaid, As the Rivers of the South. Level fall 
c croſs-wife-into\'Ouſez thoſe Lands could not be made Winter Grounds: by the ordis 
e nary Way of Draiting ; and therefore he adyis d them to ſſuice the Great River, and 
turn the Courſe. of its Waters out of the old Channel down a ſtrait Cut; or rather he 
gave this Scheme to ſave, ds he ſays: the Charge and Danger of a Multitude of Banks. 
For he owns the general Rule in Draining, and gaining of drowned Lands; was by em- 
banking all the Rivers om each Side, GG % j. Hs are. 5 AO 3 


* 
«a 


| Richard, Lord Gorges, Surveyor· General of the Fens, declar d alſo in Writing, That 


„% it was ever His nion, the better way of draining the South - Level, Was by Banks 


te without any Sluices at all; according to the certain Rule of Draining, which is to 


<< etnbank all Rivers and Brook Waters; and never to put Sluices upon ſuch Waters as 


o es a continual Body to i preſerve their Channels or Outfalls from filting up by 
Eduard Scotting, a Perſon who. ſery d the then Earl of Bedford in the Fens, ſaid of 
Vermuyden's Scheme, ſome time before it was executed, Lhave declar d my Opinion, 
cc and left it extant that future Times may witneſs that the Danger was diſcovered. For 
tc my own Part I am confident, that if this Deſigu be purſued, what I have now written, 
« Ci. e. that they maſtbe again deſerted ) one Day by coſtly Experience will be found to 
neee nö i | 1 Rel nee tae Geer 

65 — Bavents Weſterdyke declar d, (1650. to the Participants in Writing) © Thar if 

cc Ouſe had been confin d to its old Channel by Banks, it had been a far better and cheaper 
4% Work; arid that Cut of Bedford River would have been of ſingular Uſe as a Capital 
ec both for draining and watering all that Part of the Level; and it is a diſputable Que- 


* ſtion, notwithſtanding all the Charges beſtow'd on the Banks of that River, whether 


ce jt be not yet the beſt Courſe to deſert it, and do the other Work. 


e Jo ſet Sluices upon Rivers (continues he) is againſt the general Rules of Drain- 


c ing; and J punctually aver, the intended Work is impoſſible to be done by Sluices. 

Theſe are the Opinions of the moſt judicious Men of thoſe times. But the Ad- 
venturers did not follow theſe Opinions. — All theſe Artiſts declare, That embank- 
ing the Rivers is the known Way of Draining ; and all but one declar d too, that it was 


impoſſible to drain by groom, the River.. And yet the Undertakers for Draining did 


not embank the Rivers, but (to fave that Expence) built Sluices croſs the great River, 
Gc. and that too, notwithſtanding the Corporations of Lynn and Cambridge foreſeeing 
the evil Conſequences, petition d againſt them. Notwithſtanding the erecting ſuch 
Sluices is contray to Magna Charta, and ten or more Statutes of this Realm made for 


| avoiding all Obſtructions in navigable Streams. —— Notwithſtanding the erecting ſuch 


Sluices is contrary to the Act for Draining, Anno 1649; for the Words of the Act are, 
« That William, Earl of Bedford, &c. ſhall cauſe the ſame to be drained and embanked, 


c vithout Prejudice to Navigation, G 


Thus Denver Sluices were built, and this deſtructive Project was executed, againſt 
the Rules of Draining. — For the old Courſe of the Ouſe was the moſt proper, as being 
the loweſt and moſt natural Channel, to convey the Waters to Sea; and the River Or/e 


was very capable of being embanked : For from Erith downward there were at that 


Time for the moſt part good Banks on each Side of the River, and the Ouſe on the 
Weſt Side has now a good Bank from Littleport quite to Denver-Ferry, and from thence 
on both Sides quite to Lynn. | 

And the ſame Materials that form'd them are ſtill in Being, which mixed with the 
Silt that the River is now choaked with, will make good, ſolid, and firm Banks. 


29-—30—31—3?-\ Theſe Twiſtings and Turnings are the Caſe of every natural Ri- 
ver in the World, and Nature we are apt to believe always deſigns the beſt, at leaſt we 
can affirm ſhe has done fo for us. The Town of Lynn has already ſufficiently ſuffer d by 
the Undertakers ſtrait Cuts; and the Gentlemen of that Corporation hope they ſhall 
not have the ſame Art exerciſed over again, to the Deſtruction of Navigation upon that 
River, 5 | They 
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what has been hitherto ſald, to be! impoſſible, / but that they might be miſtaken in 
theſe Projects: it will be neceſſary to examine further. thoſe! Advantages which were 
obtained, by deſerting the old Courſe of the Ouſe. But before I do that, T ſhall juſt 1 
obſerve, though it be of no great Moment in this Examination, That had the old 70 
Courſe of the Ouſe been the moſt proper way to have conveyed theſe Waters down to 
Sea, yet as the Condition of the Fens was then, the Soil was ſo liquid and Tooſe, (the 1 
Ground on each Side that River being the loweſt, and more ſobb d, than any other | ; 
ar ) that it would bade been as eaſy to have raiſed Banks with Water it | 


r 


Part of the gens) | L208 FS AK ua rauen DUNK WIANL Water! 
ſelf, to haue confined Water; as with that Earth; and in truth; it is utterly as im- 
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28. But on the contrdry, had the Soil, and the Borders 6k thie old Courſe of tlie 
Ouſe, been never ſo proper for Imbankments, and had Banks been made on each Side 
of it, at the ſame Diſtance as tliey have been done for the great Receptacle, yet it 
could not poſſibly convey: the great Land- Floods that would have been brought down 
by it to Sea, with a quarter Part of the Expedition their new Receptacle does, and 
onſequently could not ſo well maintain an Outfal; as will fully appear from this frir- =) — 
ther Conſideration on k. //%%%%%CCGÄGGG05—o—e. WUD HM" Ls 
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29. The firſt Thing 1 ſhall obſerve, in order to ſhew the Advantages obtained by 
deſerting the old Courſe of the Ouſe is, that the ſaid old Courſe of that River is Forty 
Miles long from Erith to Denver; and in it there are many great Angles, or Turns; 
that Angle above Harrimere, is near Ninety Degrees, and ſeveral others of Forty Five 
Degrees, or better, beſides a Multitude of leſſer Turns; and I believe every body 


will 


10 


eit up with Sand, 1 
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©; They had Zacher chis Projector ſhodld-iry bis Ability and Stan upon ſome! other Pott; 


perhaps the Merchants and; Citizens of London would liſten to him, ſhould he harangue 
£ em in this Manner I '21010d 10 * 383 20 uo 5:0 211) F115 19190 . 5b 7200 Oo 
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% Von baye.yaſt;prodigious Heaps of Sands at the Mouth of the Thamem and to prevent 
& <hole. Sands from. chęakiggiit up, and alſo to preſerve the Banks of che River from ever 
© breaking again, Ill make a Dam ten or twelve Miles above the Mouth of your Thames 
ad quite crals ip; and t prevent the Tides from putting up into your River and choaking 

it Toke a new Cut of 200 or 250 Feet wide in a direcł Eine from juſt 
„above this Bank to fall into the Medway near Sheerneſs, where T will ſet down naviga- 
© bleSluices, which ſhall ſnut out the Tides and hold up the Land-Watersz/then'as'ſoon 
< the Tide is fallen of, ghe-Sands at: the Mouth of the Thames, Ill open my Sluices'and 
let out the freſh; Water) which will run with ſo much Speech that it will certainly ſcour 
« out the Sand and keep Een Ghannel to the Improvement of Navigation ; and be- 
7 ſides you will be grgat, Gainers, for the old Courſe of the Thames below'the Bank; will 
ce in time grow up and become firm Land. There are alſò a gret many:Angles or Turſis 
@ in the Fines above London, one near 90 Degrees, and ſeveraliothers ot 45'Degtees 
<< or better, beſides a Multitude of leſſer Turns: And I believe every body will readily 
<« grant, that theſe Twiſtings and Turnings retard the free Paſſage of the Waters; to 
<« prevent which, and their overflowing great Quantities of Meadow in time of Floods, it 
“ would be of Service if there was made a ſtrait Cut from Windſor to London, and de- 
« ſert the inſufficient, unbank'd old Courſe : And if you'll conſider further, you will find 
ce by theſe ſhort Conveyances, the Current ot the upland Floods will be doubled; by 
« which means, together with their going that ſhorter way, the Waters will be diſpatch'd 
ce with four times the Speed they can be the other way by the old Courſe of the Thames, 
and conſequently by ſuch Current and Speed the better qualify'd to preſerve an Outfall 
be t SEA, | | 

How far ſuch Rhetorick and Reaſoning might prevail on the City of London, we 

leave it to every Body to judge; but if we may be permitted to give in our Conjecture, 
we believe the Citizens would never be inducd by ſuch Arguments as theſe to this wa 
of thinking; The River Thames has hitherto been preſervd in its Depth throughout to 
Sea, by the free and unreſtrain d Influx and Reflux of the Tides, ever ſince it was a Ri- 


ver. And ſo was our Ouſe, until the Adventurers made a Dam croſs it, and 


Sluiced it. Therefore we muſt inſiſt upon it to have the Ouſe put into the ſame Poſture 
it was in before the Undertakers Works were made; not doubting in the leaſt, but that 


the ſame Cauſes will produce the fame Effects again ; that is, a deep Channel rightly 


adapted both to Navigation and Draining. 


33. There were always Objections made to the ſending the great Floods to Sea by the 
way of this Receptacle ; viz. While the Sluices he mentions were ſtanding, their Doors 
were kept ſhut by thoſe Floods ; ſo that no Water could run out of the Sourh-Level to 
Sea, and therefore it became overflown. And though the Adventurers cut St. John's 
Fea from above Denver Sluices, to below Stow-bridge, at a vaſt Expence to ſlake the old 
Courſe, and gain a better Fall for the Sourh-Level, yet in a few Years it proved ineffectual ; 
for the River Ouſe below the Sluices was choaked up too high for any Water to be con- 
vey d out of that Level into it, occaſion d by this new Receptacle for the Floods, and by 
the Tides being ſhut out of their ancient Receptacles by Denver Sluices whilſt they ſtood. 

And we here cannot forbear ſaying, That it grates hard (as it looks like inſulting 
us the Sufferers) to hear a Novice as to the Knowledge of our Port and the Rivers 


thereto belonging, making a flouriſh upon the Impoſlibility of theſe Waters having an 


awkward Courſe, during the Time Denver Sluices (which were the Occaſion of the Ri- 
vers being ſilted up 10 or 12 Feet) ſubſiſted; when in Fact and Truth thoſe Waters 
which he pretends to ſend the ſhorteſt Way to their Outfall, would, as long as the World 
laſts, have gone off in their old Courſe, and preferv'd a deep Channel for ever, if Den- 
ver Sluices had not been erected. ——— Since the Sluices are blown up, the Waters 
of this Receptacle do, upon every Land-flood for three Weeks or more together, take 
an awkward Courſe (for the Word is ſtill to be inſiſted on, it being true) vis. from 
Denver Sluices to very near as far as Soham- Meer, and back again at leaſt 40 Miles fur- 
ther cut of their Way: to the Outfall, than when they came by Harrimerè their old 
Courſe. Which awkward Courſe of the Floods drown the South. Level before they can 
find their Way to Sea, and will by choaking the River toward Eh in a very ſhort Time, 
compleat the Ruin of Navigation, unleſs ſome remedy be, applied. ——— And from 
the drowned Condition of the South. Level while Denver Sluices ſtood, and indeed of 
the Middle Level, and of Marſh. Land, and the Hundreds and Parts adjacent, and rom 
EY | the 


— 
1 


4 
{ 


A Scheme foi Draining the Teur, 8c. 
Wat readily t that | theſe: Twiings or Turnings retard de e e . 


. ' > 357 * 1 4 bv 
* ater. 2 150 i) . 113 01 108 s 9 DAR 29586991110 9 2113 07 oil 45 2 


N 


7 
SNGHN > 200000 24:7] em line 21513 7 7 Hol 


30. But we find thoſe Projectors rightly ju j Judge a ſhorter Courſe preferable, oy 15 

fried the old Courſe of the Ouſe at Hirth, from: hence bag before bfer dec, Pe 
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but T Wenty Miles, Cand the way: by the-okb Courſe of the Ouſe being Forty Miles 
= Uplar Floods muſt of Nepeſſity from this ſingle Advant: e, of Aide 
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Waters are diſpatched through the Fens with Four Times the Speed they could be t 


other Way, by the old Courſe of the Ouſe, and conſequently by ſuch Current and 
Speed, the better qualified to preſerve the Outfal. 


* 


There! is indeed in that Scheme one Objection raiſed to the conveying theſe great 
Floods to Sea, by the way of this Receptacle; and that is, that ſome Part of their Wa- 
ters return, (as tis term'd ) in an awkward and unnatural Courſe, back again up the 
Old Ouſe, towards Ely. But tis very plain, that this was no Fault or Imperfection in 
that Scheme, of ſending theſe great Upland-Floods down that Receptacle, by the Pro- 


viſion that was made of the great Sluice at Salters-Lode, ſet croſs the "Ola Ouſe, to 
keep ſuch Waters from ſo flowing up; neither did t 


open and uſeful ; or before the lower Part of the Ouſe was ſilted up Ten or Twelve 


Foot Perpendicular with Sands ; or it's preſumed it will ever again, after a proper Re- 
medy {hall be applied to theſe Grievances, 


** 


34. From 


ward 


ws Receptacle, not;;above: one half & of the Way to arrive at mer, paſs he in 


hey ever do ſo, while that Sluice 
was Standing, and St. Johns Esa, the Slaker to that old Courſe of the Ouſe was kept 
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the bad, State of the: River Ouſe, it isi demonſttable no other Remedy tftaff the of 
Courſe can be applied to theſe Grievances; and we are apt to think, that's the true 
Reaſon why this Gentleman has propos d none. | 
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34. W "muſt here-once. for all let this Projector know: Thiat Lynn has no Scheme or 
Projects. They deſire nothing more than what God and Nature had given them; vis. the 
Ads of the Ouſe by Harrimere: And as-this'Gentleman'feems'to queſtion the 
Poſſibility of - reſtoring it to its old Channel, we muſt give him to underſtand, that it is 
much eaſter and mote beneficial” to cleanſe out an old River Twelve Miles in Lengrti;* for 
the good of Navigation and Draining, than it Was for the Undertakers'to cut out f 
the whole Ground a new one of one and twenty Miles long to the Detriment and De- 
ſtruction of both. The xeſt is contrary to the Experience of many Ages before the 
vas made, and alſo contrary to Truth, for the River Ouſe had a quick Cur- 


- 
& 


ſtrait Cut w 


rent, eſpecially from Ely downward : Theſe his Aſſertions ſhew not only his wilful For- 
getfulneſs of the crooked, yet rapid :Courſe of moſt other Rivers, but alſo his want of 


underſtanding the Property of the Tides. Wherefore we ſhall ſay no more here bu 
agrap. ECC 


fer to Paragraph 12 for an Anſwer. 
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35. While the Tides from Sea had free Admiſſion up the River Ouſe, they in the 
Reflux kept the River, Haven and Chanel deep and open. The Moment Denver Slui- 
ces were built croſs the Ouſe, and the Tides were denied Admittance into their ancient 
Receptacles, the River, Haven and Channel began to filt up to the great Prejudice of 
Navigation and Draining. Therefore the not giving the Tides free Admiſſion has been 
the Ruin of Lynn Harbour. See a fuller Anſwer, Paragraphs 5, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 


36. The old Courſes of theſe Rivers were very proper, being through the loweſt Part 
of the Countrey, as Nature it ſelf directed. —— And we further ſay , Banks may be 
eaſily made where they are wanted, with the ſame Materials as thoſe already made; and 


there is now good Silt to mix with ſuch Materials. Which will make very good 
Banks. | 18 


37. The great embank d Receptacles were injudiciouſly contriv'd for the Uſe intended, 
Sce Paragraph 23, 24, 25. TR 3 


— 


38. As to enlarging the lower Parts of the Ouſe, it relates only to the Bruſhwood at 
the ſeveral Bridges; and we muſt {till fay, the greater the Indraught, the greater will be 

the Reflux, and the grinding out of the Silt to Sea will in Conſequence be the greater : 
his new Bedford River, this great Receptacle for the Freſhes, never did pre- 
ſerve a tolerable Channel in Lynn Harbour or the Rivers, any longer than thoſe Freſhes 
laſted, (vis. a ſmall Part of Winter.) Thoſe ſpent and gone, then the Harbour and 
River filled up again with Silt immediately for want of free Admiſſion to the Tides : 
But whilſt the old Ouſe had its full Sweep from Erich by Harrimere, and ſo to Lynn, 
the Channel from Sea to Lynn, the Harbour of Lynn, and Channel up the Rivers, were 
always kept clean, and continually ſcour d out to a very great Depth; therefore ſet aſide 
your new Bedford, and your ſo much boaſted of great Receptacle for the Freſhes, and 
prepare the Way for the Ouſe to take its old Courſe; and the Harbour, Rivers and Fens 
will ſoon feel the good Effects of ſo doing, by regaining the ancient Bottom of the 
Channels: But then we muſt acquaint this Author, that theſe continued good Effects 
never were, or ever can, be produced by the Freſhes alone, whoſe Continuance is too 
ſhort : But by the free Admiſſion of the Tides into thoſe great and good Receptacles, 
Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall, Grant, and Ouſe Rivers; Theſe we ſay were the natural 
Receptacles which twice in every 24 Hours took in ten Times more Water from Sea, 
than our Authors great Receptacle was, or ever can be capable of admitting; and 
it is evident , the Reflux of theſe Tides thus admitted, was the principal Cauſe of the 
Goodneſs of all the Channels, which when by theſe means they are once reſtored to 
their ancient Depth, Lynn Harbour will never be filled up again, the Inland Navigation 
will be perpetuated, and Draining for ever become more certain. 
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34. Fiom theſe Conſiderations on that part of the Ljnn Scherne; of tirning the 
great Land- waters down the old Courſe of the Ouſe, (Was it poſſible to effect it) it 
evidently appears, would be turning of them out of a ſtrait, ſafe, ſhort Courſe, that 


has a tolerable Current to ſend them forward, to turn them into a crooked; round- 


about, ſluggiſh, unſafe one, which muſt conſequently be much longer delivering theſe 
Waters to their Outfal; and if ſo very much abated; their Power of ſcouring the Sands 


but of the Mouth of the Ouſe and Lynn! Harbour. 
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proved, in the foregoing Part of this Report,” is this x 


35. Firſt; that tlie free Admiſſion of the Tides up the River Ouſe, above the Port of 
Lynn, has been (and if continued, will compleat ) the Ruin of that Harbour, and of 
the River Oiiſe, and of ſuch Part of the Fens that ſhould drain through that River; 
and that'they have alſo been the undoing of the River Nean, and the Fens that ſhould 
TE T7 097 205-0 PIO7ION 0.5 BB: Ts TO TIN {8 


of 


' 36. Secondly, That the old Courſes of theſe Rivers were utterly improper; had it 


: 


Land-Floods to Sea, which paſs through the ſaid Fen Country. 


been poſſible to have Embank'd them for the Purpoſe of conveying theſe prodigious 


JS 
} 


37. Thirdly, That the great Tmbink'd Receptacles were judiciouſly made arid dif: 


poſed, conſidering their great Diſtance from their Outfals ; and that they were the 
only Means poſlible of conveying theſe great Land-waters to Sea, and conſequently 


of preſerving the Fens, as far as could be thought abſolutely neceſſary in thoſe 


38. And Fourthly, From the Three foregoirig undeniable Proofs, that $%2 Scheme 
for enlarging the lower Part of the Ouſe, and thereby ſending up a greater Indraught 
of Tide-waters; together with the deſerting the New Bedford River, and its great Re- 
ceptacle, would ſoon by thoſe Tides, ſilt up the ſmall inſufficient Outfal'yet left, and 
thereby oppoſe their own Paſſage up the Ouſe , contrary to the Expectation of 
that Scheme, and conſequently ſtop the Freſhes , which will irretrievably drown 
the Fens; and the Power of theſe Freſhes being thus at an End , Lym Harbour 
will immediately be filled up by Sand from the Bay, and the Inland Navigation 
from thence up the River, for ever loſt. * | ORE 
If then for the foregoing Reaſons, that Scheme ought to be rejected, ſome other Me- 
thods muſt be taken to reinſtate Lynn Harbour, and Drain the Fens. T ſhall now pro- 
ceed to ſhew what thoſe Methods are, which, in my humble Opinion, will effectually 
accompliſh that Noble Work of retrieving the former, and ſecuring ſufficient and laſt- 
ing Outfal for the Waters of the latter. we 


The Scheme in General is this: 
Firſt, Not to admit the Tides to flow any higher up the River Ouſe, than into Lynn 
Harbour. And, | 


Secondl „ To Drain the whole Three Levels of the Fens through that Harbour, which 
may be performed as follows. 


39. The 


T be Amount ei of all that has been ſaid, and I humbly hope ſufficiently | 
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we mnſt again obſerve, that Colonel Armſtrong's Report is no Scheme or Project 


properly ſo called, but rather an Argument, ſhewing the Goodneſs and Excellency of 


the old natural Courſes, which if reſtor d would ſoon put every Thing into their ancient 


good Condition. Therefore this natural Method ought nor to be rejected, and in our 


humble Opmions no other Methqd dan he of Stcruiee. Mr mννDDj,jͤů Pro 


© Mratzmaemuns Prqject we have 

ſufficle nei proved ll bt perniciaus@ndifatal t Navigation aud, Draining e -..+ 
F . congetth;;. Mk 
1:39: Thete has beehalready ſo much ſaid: againiothe making of Sluices crok the Oh 
Quſe, that. it ib needieb toi ſay an Thipg here ngainſt the making of a riew-River, and 
of a new Shiice/erob it: But as the Author of this Scheme. ſeems to lay ſo much 
Streſs upon the making a new Rivers bt are Miles in Length, ftom brink to 
Lynn, and at its opening into Lynn Harbour to erect a Sluice croſs it, and by a Dam 
to be made deſert the old Courſe, and thereby execute a Scheme, which muſt prove 
more fatal to Navigation than Denver Sluices did, by depriving the Harbour of all the 
Receptacles it has for the Tides ; and Denver Sluices we have already ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated were the original Cauſe of all the Diſorders that have ſince happen d to 

Draining and Navigation : Therefore this Scheme would utterly ruin both, and that as 
uw as Executed. For it is very plain, That he makes no Proviſion for.deeperring the 
iver upwards from Ebrink to Denver Dam: If he ſays that the Freſhes or. Land- floods 


w 


* 


will ſcour out that Part of the River ; We reply, They neither will nor can, 
for that:they,will certainly; take their awk ward Courſe up toward Ely, as hitherto ever 


. 


Hine the Fall of the Sluices they have done: And it is manifeſt, if that Space Chich is | 


— 


mine Miles long). be not deepen'd; thete can be no Draining nor Navigation? 
Adr there is uch a Deſcent from Salters-lode to Lynn, that Water cant be penn d up 
high enough for Navigation, the Bottom of the River upward being higher than the 
Soil of the Fens, in conſequence whereof the Fens too muſt continne drowned after this 


Scheme is executed; and therefore ſhould it be put in Practice, the Work muſt, in a 


4 ſhort ; time aſter, be taken in Hand again after the Expence of many Thouſands of 


old Method (formerly Nature s ow Direction and Choice, and now prepoſed by 


Colonel Armſtrong, His Majeſty's Engineer- General) will, if executed, at a ſmall Ex- 


pence render both Navigation and Draining certain. 


And as to the gaining of ſo much Marſh-ground (as is propoſed) in the old crooked 
Courſe between 


Indraught of this broad crooked River has been the only Preſeryative of the Channel 
vol Lynn to Seaward, ſince the erecting of Denver Sluices, which notwithſtanding could 


not prevent its being narrowed from half a Mile, to half a Furlong in Breadth, within 


a ſhort Time after the Undertakers had finiſhed their Works, as is ſully prov'd in 
Mr. Goddard s State of the Navigation of Lynn: We fay it is demonſtrable the. Indraught 
of this broad crooked River has been, and is the only Preſervative of the Channel of 
Iynn to Sea-ward ; becauſe Offend, and ſeveral Harbours Abroad, are kept open by ſuch 
Indraughts for the Tides; becauſe Port ſnouth, Yarmouth and ſeveral Harbours at Home 
are kept open by ſuch Indraughts for the Tides. - C 
And becauſe Oſtend did decay when ſome Marſhes were embanked, and the Indraught 
Was P until thoſe Banks were deſtroy d, and the old Indraught was again reco- 
vered. TE pig | | ; ; {pers po [Eos 
And becauſe Rye-Harbour, Cc. has decayed, by having ſuch Indraughts taken away 
by Inners of Marſhes. And we fay, if private Men, to get a little Land, may be 
guilty of ſuch Encroachments, all our Ports may be ruin'd in time, in the ſame Manner 
that Lynn, Wisbech, and Rye have been. | 4 


40. This does not relate to Lynn, though much might be ſaid to ſhew this Scheme 
Impracticable. 


41. Lynn 


brink ahd Lynn, if that ſhould grow up in the Manner propoſed, the 
Channel from Lynn to Sea-ward would ſoon grow up alſo; for it is demonſtrable, the 
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$9. The firſt great Work in this Scheme; will be to make 4 new Mouth to the Rivet 
Oyſe, in a direct Line from Ebrink, below Germans, to Lynn, of Two Hundred, or if 
it ſhall be found neceſſary, Two Hundred and Fifty Foot Wide; and at a proper Di- 
ſtance near its Opening into Lynn Harbour, to ere a great Sluice croſs it, of the 
ſame Kind, but proportionably ſtronger, than that which was at Salters-Lode ; toge- 
ther with a proper Navigable Sluice, for the Purpoſes of Inland Navigation. This new 
River will be but Three Miles Long, and will open it ſelf into the Tail of Lynn Har- 
bour, in the ſame direct Line that Harbour opens its {elf into the Bay; whereas the 
d wide indirect Sandy Courſe of this River, from Lynn up ts Ebrink, is full Seven 
iles. And here I obſerve, that the Eaſtern Bank, or Border of this old Courſe, down 
to Lynn Harbour, is all'a ſtrong Loam, or rather Clay; and this Soil is ſo tough at 
the upper End of that Harbour, where this new Mouth of the Ouſe will enter it, that 
the Tides can make little or no Impreſſion on it; which 1 mention only, to ſhew that 
there will be very good Foundation for ſuch a Sluice: This being done, a Bank muſt 
be made croſs the old Courſe of the Ouſe at Ebrink, (the Place where the new River 
begins) to ſend the Freſhes down the ſaid River, and to ſtop the Tides from going up, 
by which Means the old broad deſerted Courſe between Ebrink and Lynn, will by De⸗ 
grees ſilt up, and become good Marſh Land. | V GL oo iy. 
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40. The Second great Work will be to bring the River Nean alſo into this new 
River, or Mouth of the Ouſe, by a ſtrait Cut or Canal, of one Hundred Foot Wide; 
from Wisbech, through Marſh-Land, which will be about Eight Miles, and to deliver 
it into the upper End of this new Mouth of the Ouſe, ſomewhere near Germant, This 
Cut may be made either from juſt above the Town of Wisbech, if they ſhall chuſe to 
reſerve the old Mouth of the Nean between it and the Bay, to Navigate by the Tides 
to that Town, till ſuch Time as the Sea has quite ſilted it up, which will not be long: 
Otherwiſe .this Cut may be begun from below that Town, ſomewhere near the Hor 


hare i wh ne\ r the Horſes. 
ſoce: And when this new River ſhall be compleated cither bf the aboveſad Ways, 
2 Bank muſt be alſo made croſs the old ſilted Courſe of that River; that thereby the 
Freſhes may take their Way through the new: oo iN 19 85 

65 41. The 
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1 41. Lynn concerns not it ſelf with the North- Level. They that do concern them- 
Ft PO, ſelves, know that that Level can be no more drained by the Sluices propos d by this Pro- 
| | jector, than the South- Level was by Denver Sluices : But we are. beholden to him for 
| | letting the World know the Soak of the Midadle-Level was carried off before their Slui- 
ah ces at Well-Creek, &c. were ſilted up; i. e. before Denver Dam was made croſs the Ouſe. 
: Which is negatively owning, That that Dam was the Cauſe of ſuch ſilting up. — 
5 And yet he propoſes another Dam. „ + 5 
"| 1 9417 47 113602 V211-E BEBE EA i 08 
| La + - | f i | 1 7 | It 
| hg FRF: 16,91 1} 
| e wn Lada. nofy. Ro YO b % 1s! 
| or dane palpable Miſchief. may in Propriety of Speech be tetmd Advan- 
| tape, then the Advantage to Lynn Hatbour will be, that it will filt up at the Entrance 
| 6 dis Sluice juſt as it Fl before that of Denver; neither will the Tides flow higher, 
1 | br faſter, or purer. 4 Ke Wo 5 | 1 ee ohn 5057 


We have ptovd Paragraph 39.0 that there can be no Inland Navigation, if theſe 
Slulers How ptopoſed be built; and the Effect Denver Sluicts had on the Haven and 
Channel, demonſtrate that Lynn Harbour and the Channel to Seaward u i grow up in 
one Year after theſe Works are executed, and the Conſequence of thar muſt be the Loſs 


of Navigation'and Draining. 
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43. Tf our Author means the Freſhes in wet Seaſons, which come down tlie Hundred 
Foot, we iy they can have no Weight at all from the Ruins of che old Sluice down to 
1 the new projected one; becauſe they will take their Paſſage through the Remains of 
*W Denver Sluices toward Ely, according to Cuſtom : And thus it 1s plain , theſe Freſhes 
it can be of no Service in clearing out the Bottom of the River between Salrers-lode and 
| Ebrink : Neither can he be aſſured that the Freſhes down his new Nean will or can be 
uttered in due Time through his new Sluices ; we ſay it is impoſſible they ſhould, and 
| that they will endanger Marſh-Land. For the Tides will oppoſe them by keeping the 
1 Sluice-Gates ſhut (as Weſterdyke obſerv'd of Denver Sluices.) And the Harbour being 
1 filted up, will very much contribute to this Oppoſition, as it happen d continually at 


Denver whilſt thoſe Sluices ſubſiſted. So that this Scheme will deſtroy Navigation and 
Draining in general. 


— — oe ow ˙ m ˙—˙ rue pay 


44. We muſt repeat it, that the River from Eabrink upward can never recover its Bot- 1 
3B | tom by this Scheme ; and ſo we may for ever bid adieu to the running of the Fen- = 
i Sluices into the River, and of Navigation up the River. 


45. We have anſwered this already by ſhewing, That the Land-floods down the Hun- 
dred Foot Cut, will, as they were accuſtomed to do, take an awkward and a wrong 
Courſe towards Eh; and thereby will overflow the Fens of the South-Level, and will 


1} be longer ſeveral Weeks, nay Months, before any of them can be delivered to Sea ; than 
| if they are turn d down their old natural Channel as propos d, by Harrimere, Ely, &c. 
It | | For then they will force their Way to Sea, recover the ancient Depth of the Ouſc up- 


ward between Denver and Ely, and downward to Sea. 4 
46. We fay that the additional Receptacle from Salters-lode to the Sluice at Lynn, 

will render the South- Level incapable of Draining, and alſo all Marſh-land , and the 

Hundreds and Parts adjacent. | | 
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er to the great Prejudice of Navigation, 


And as to Draining. When the 
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41. The Third Work will be the Draining the North. Level; and this will be Effect! 
ed by a ſufficient Cut from ot. Croſt, in 4 diteck Line; to Wicbeth, which is about 
Four Miles and an Half: And there to join the new River, or Cut, from therice to 
Germans -j''and at the farther End of this Cut from Clows-Croſs, where it enters tie 
Nean, to put a Sluice ctoſs it, to prevent the Floods of the Nean from entring the 
North-Level, by which Means the Soak of that Level will be carried off, in the fame. 
* Manner as the Soak of the Midale- Level was, before their Sluices at Mell Creek, &c. 


were =" up; and as that Level will be again, when the Channel of the Ouſe is re- 
covered. 


The Principal Advantages that will attend this Scheme „F executed, art as 


42. The firſt Advantage is this, That the Tides having now no Way to paſs up the 
Mouth of the Ouſe higher than into Lynn Harbour, they will ſell a great deal taſter 
than they could do, while they were admitted to paſs ſo many Miles up that River, 


and conſequently bring their Waters purer up into that Harbour. 
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43. The Second is, That the Tide- waters being thus ſhut out, the Freſhes, iti wet 
Times, when they come to have Weight, and 0 Oppoſition to their Free-paſſage down 
to this Sluice, will ſoon clear out the Bottoms of theſe Rivers, where they are ſilted 
up, and proftive thicm . Toro} UNE are ff trad 
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44. The Third is, That the Tide-waters being thut out of 
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I e Third is, That the Tide waters being ſut out of theſe Rivers,” auch tlieh 
having recovered their Bottoms, the Fer Sluices on the Sides of them being opened, 
Will ſilt no more. DEE hie, 063 SPUTTSURD bis lug deen Ro ig wu TIF 
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45 The Fourth Advantage is, That the Freſhes now not bei g tepell'd; or drove back 
by the Tides; as heretofore, will paſs down to this Sluice, to be delivered to Sea much = 
N and in much 1 than oy could do while their Outfal was 


* 


4 
o p wk 4 8 ; 2 , , 
. * 1 N * N 5 # 71 : b 7 * I f = 4 $4 
ted u r While they were 10 t _— 195" 
9 v 7 3 v | k 7 > # 0 7 , of 1 
* 2 * «at 1 * 3 : Ex * 1 . t 3 — 1 7 4 x 42 K 0 1 7 be * A . | | "i 2 ; 
* b 14 214 1 | 10 | 2 * 113 Fa : Ss 111 . 8 14 / 1 (. ine 1 
2 ; | 8 
N * 1 F 4 1 6 * » 4 . 
7 = 3 k. * 9 4 1 * „ . 4 14 4 5 7 4 k 2 ” 7 ly ks 4 : * 4 41 : ; ; 8 F | . "ay 7 
* 1 14 44 a 4 itt, f 1 if "4 * i * 4 wh 1 SS 3 SS ® =d $4 ; » ft n 4 ; l F — 4 4 — 1 * 1 * 4 i 1 A 
4 1 1 * * 3 e ö 2 * 19 ere « ty: BF: 7 ? tp 7 { i” 
© 283 14 4 35 iin nee ö 1 


46. Tue Fich is, That theſe great atlditional Retepricies for the Freſhes, vi8. that 
of the lower Part of the Ouſe, ftom Lynn, up to Sulter s. Lolle, and higher, (which 
uſed to be employed by the Tide-waters) and the M Neun, from Wribeth to Ger- 
mans, by which the Freſhes will be brought down, and lodged quite Home to their 
Outfal, will keep the Floods from ſwelling but very little, or Tying long iti the great 
embank d Receptacles above, or in the old Courſe of the Oiſe, and fo conſequentl. 
thoſe Banks will be of 'fittle Uſe, or danger of breaking, and the Fens, thereby, of be- 


* 


ing Drowned ; and the Fel People will have it in their Power to draw off their Soke 
into theſe Rivers, at all Seaſons in the Lear. LS 15360507 
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1 47. The Sixth, or great Advantage hereby to Lynn, is, That the vaſt Stores of 
| Freſhes of theſe united Rivers, being brought down to the very Tail of Lynn Harbour, 
and their riding within their Sluice in wet Times, Ten or Twelve Foot deep in Water, 
and that above the now Bottom of that Harbour, ( ſilted up as it is) and theſe vaſt 
Stores being diſcharged through their Sluice, at the Tail of every Tide; when the Bay, 
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freſh Waters ride 10 cf 13 Foot deeg wirhin the Sluice, they'll, he above the Soil of the 

Aug ide Waters muſt be bel up ſohigh for Na figstion, if any can be — * 
they'll be above the Soil of the Fens, as nach they are, and render them incapable of 
Draining. KVA gr 10 book} 50 10 ie 142 Der le e e 
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48. We do not concern our ſelves with any River or Port but out own... - 
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49. We hope we have now ſufficiently prov'd, That the only Way of reſtoring Lynn 
Harbour, is to give the freſh Waters their ancient natural Courſe, and the Tides free 
Admiſſion into their ancient natural Receptacles ; and when this is done, according to 
Colonel Armſtrong's Report, — The Freſhes of the next Winter will gradually ſcour 
out the Sands, wich now choak up the River, Haven, and Channel; with great Effect; 
by this Means the Spring Tides will the next Summer put up ne of Wa- 
ters into all the Rivers, which followed in their Reflux by the freſn Waters, will, with 
their Weight and Power continually carry out with them great Quantities of Silt to 
Sea; ſo that the Freſhes of the ſucceeding Winter will, it is very natural to believe, in a 
ſhort Time drive out and clear the River, &c. of the remaining Silt and SandG 
Thus as the ſaid River, Haven, and Channel were ſilted up, ruin d to Draining, and 
rendered very precarious to Navigation, in two Years after Denver Sluices and the Hun- 
dred Foot Drain were made; | 5 VVV 
It is not unlikely that after the Tides and Freſhes have their old Courſes given them, 
they will in a great Meaſure reinſtate the River, Haven and Chanel in their ancient Depth 
in Two Years Time. By which, Navigation, as well as Draining, will be abſolutely re- 
ſtor'd, and that for a quarter Part of the Expence of executing the Scheme or Project of 
Mr. Bridgman, which we have ſufficiently proy d to be deſtructive to both... 
When theſe: Freſhes are diſcharg d through the Sluice, (no Navigation can be had, 
witneſs Denver Sluices) they'll gull and undermine the Sluice, and like the Waters from 
a Mill will make a deep Hole juſt under the Sluice, throw up a Bar of Sand juſt beyond, 
then ſpread, run ſhallow, and have but little Weight and Force to grind while the Fre- 
ſhes laſt, which will be but a few Weeks. All the Remainder of the Year there 
will be no freſh Water at all let through the Sluices to ſcour, for the Tides not being ad- 
mitted, the Freſh Waters muſt be held: up for Navigation. 
As to taking in Tide-Waters to ſcour ; it ſhews this Author has not rightly digeſted 
his own Scheme, for his firſt Paragraph (Article 39.) is for a full ſtop to the Tides ; 
yet here is for admitting them in Part. „ 
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By what has been faid it plainly, appears, That the Propoſal; offer d by Colonel Arm- 
flrong for the Recovery of Navigation and Draining,.may obtain by aſſiſting Nature on- 
ly in turning the Ouſe at Erith into its old Courſe. again, whereby the Weight of the. 
Freſhes this Way (which is ſufficiently, proved to be the ſhorteſt) join d to the Reflux 
of the Tides, will be continually active in ſcouring; and cleanſing the River downwards. 
Whereas the Scheme propos d by Mr. Bridgman is to forſake the beaten Path pointed 
out by Nature, and be at a vaſt Expence to prevent it; and when that is done (which 
is to be hoped never will) the Work muſt be taken in Hand again, juſt as it now hap- 
pens aſter the Practice at Denver and Erith. ed ND Ine | 
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or Waſh, is pretty well emptied of its Tide-waters, will, I humbly conceive, in a very 

little Time, by their prodigious Weight and Force, effectually ſcour the Silt out of that 
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Thus, my Lord, 1 have, in Obedience to your Lordſhip, faithfully delivered my 
Sentiments of this great Affair; 1 wiſhing that in this, or in any thing in my 
Power I may be ſerviceable to the Publick, and acceptable to your Lordſhig. 
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SIR; | 
E Harboir of Lynn being almoſt choaked up with Sand, and in 


Mr 


great Danger of being totally loſt, I have according to your De- 
i 1 fire viewed the ſame, in order to find out the true Cauſe of ſuck 
vile Decay of fo uſeful and beneficial a Harbour in that Part of 


— 
U 


c 


Wow * 


—— the Kingdom. 


And being then at the Requeſt of the Right Honourable the karl of Lincoln, &c. 
viewing the Fens in thoſe Parts, to find out the true Cauſe of the Difficulty in draining a 


great Part of thoſe Fens, very much incommoded with Water, I did apply my felf ve- 


ry attentively to diſcover that Cauſe allo. 


In my perambulation to theſe Purpoſes with ſeveral Gentlemen of chat Country, I 


have diſcovered the true Caufe of both thoſe oor Evils, vis. That for a conſiderable 


Time paſt, there hath not been a ſufficient Indraught for the Tides to flow up the Ouſe, 
as they formerly did, for many Miles together, into that River and the other Rivers that 
fall into it below Ely. By means of which, upon their Reflux, it being always half Ebb 
at Lynn before it has done flowing at Salters-Lode, theſe Tides conſtantly returning by a 
narrow Channel, continually ſcour d out the Sands in the ſaid River, and preſerved a 
Channel, I am ſufficiently informed, ten Foot deeper than it is at this Time. 


Then as to the Land-Floods or-Freſhes that come down in the Winter, which greatly 
help'd formerly towards the Preſervation of the ancient Depth of Water in the River 
Ouſe, they being now turn d out of the faid River, their natural Channel, down the 
new Bedford River, or Hundred Foot Cut, has, as largely as the above- mention d Want 
of an Indraught, contributed to the Spoiling of the ſaid River; by the awkward and 
unnatural Courſe thoſe Waters conſtantly take upwards to Ely, and into the South-Le- 
vel, inſtead of running out to Sea; and thereby carrying with them ſuch a prodigious 
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Finding the River Ouſe to be, as ordzitted by Nature the! great Braid 8f All that 


the Corporation of Adventurers, whoſe true Intereſts are inſeparable, eſpecially as to 
the Draining and Navigation, direct an exact Survey to be made of the ſaid River, 
from Erich to Lynn, including that Harbour, and a great Tract downwards to Sea. 


and preſent State of the Fens ſhould be fair! . gt and alſo that as exact an Account 
5 


Means effectvally uſed tot regain the ancient Depth of the. Ouſe, and thereby 
recover the Navigation thereupon, as well as that of the Harbour of Lynn, and effectu- 
ally drain the Beaford Levels, which are ſo much in Danger of being totally boſt, as 


I. To open the old Ouſe from Harrimere to Hermitage near Erith to its ancient 
Breadtii and Depth, aud with the Earth that comes out of it, form Banks on the Sides 
thereof, to prevent the Land-Floods or Freſhies overflowing the adjacent Lands in the 
Winter. | Fas 8 55 

ID 135 „ jj! 88 55 

IT. To remove the Gravels near Stretham, or where · ever elſe they are to be found in 
the River Ouſe; as alſo all other Impediments: To the End the Land-Floods, 
1 whenever they deſcend, may find a quick Paſſage to Sea, and carry off all the Silt and 
; Sand they meet in their Way „ 

HI. To take up the Remains of Denver Sluices, or make a new Cut juſt by them; 
to render the River (now but Eighty Foot wide) in this Place 150 Foot wide, as it 
formerly was; ſo that the Tides may have full Liberty to flow up by the Ouſe, into 
their ancient Receptacles, viz: the Rivers Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall and Grant, which 
will contain a ſufficient Indraught of Backwater for deepening the Ouſe upon its Return 
and thereby reſtoring its Navigation within-Land; as well as giving the Land-Floods; 
when they deſcend, a ſwifter Paſſage to diſcharge themſelves biete Port of Lypn into 


: * de 45 7 pm . 2 : | . N 5 3 £ 
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And that this may be the more effectual, it will be neceſſary, 


IV. To make the River Ouſe as wide as it was ever known to be at each of the- 
Bridges now ſubſiſting at Downham, Stow, Magdalen, and Germans ; by taking away 
the Bruſhwood, G. put down to narrow it at theſe Places, | 


= - V. To take up the Sluice or Saſs now at the Hermitage upon the River Ouſe near 
4 | Erith. And if it ſhould be thought neceſſary, to ſet it again in the new Bedford River 
er 100 Foot Cut near the Hermitage, for the Benefit of Navigation, and thereby to 
ſend the Land-Floods down the River Ouſe, their natural Channel: which muſt as afore- 
mention d have a good Effect, and prevent their deſcending; for the future by the new 
Bedfurd River, and running unnaturally as they for ſome Years paſt have been obſerved 
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YE : by not only render all the Fens capable of being drain'd effectually, bur all the Rivers | 
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